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the same purpose. And his loss is estimated at 
61,812 ov) . in: : 
Tames Edwards’s testimony, sustaining the claim 
of the late John M. Brush, is, that the said Nehe- 
mia Brush owned a house at Micanopy at the 
meof its abandonment; that this house was worth 
<2); that it was destroyed by order of Colonel B. 
kK. Pierce on the 24th of August, 1836. The wit- 
ness was a house carpenter, and competent to 
‘adge of the value of the house, and his evidence 
. civen in due form of law. He further testifies 
r at this house, though it belonged to Nehemiah 
Brush, was in the occupancy—rented to—George 
Center, who has been paid for the goods, &c., 
destroyed in the house. 

In the cases of Edwards and Wanton the wit- 
nesses testify that, by permission of the officers, 
their goods, furniture, &c., were removed from 
their houses to the fort for greater safety, and when 
the fort was destroyed, evetything it contained 
was burnt with it. 

The principle is fully established by the legis!a- 
tion of Congress, that private property, destroyed 
by a commanding officer of the United States 
Army in a period of war, should be paid for. The 
destruction being for the common good of the com- 
munity, the loss should be borne in common. 

Mr. EVANS. That will lead to some discus- 
gion. | am not satisfied with it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


be passed over. 
JAMES WORMSLEY. 


The bill for the relief of James Wormsley, re- 
ported from the Committee on Pensions, was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior to place the name of James Wormsley on the 
roll of revolutionary pensioners, and pay him the 
sum of $96 per annum from the 4th of July, 
1848, and during his natural life. 

He enlisted into the service of the United States 
as a private soldier, in the State of Rhode Island, 
in June, 1780, for six months, under Lieutenant 
Johnson, who was attached to the regiment com- | 
manded by Colonel Christopher Green, and 
served the full term of six months, when he was 
discharged, and he claims a pension under the act 
of 7th June, 1832. Several witnesses have testified 
that they were well acquainted with the petitioner 
when he enlisted, and that they believe he served 
in the regiment six months, as stated by him. It 
appears, however, from the records on file in the 
Pension Office, that, although he was paid for six 
months’ service, he was discharged before the ex- 
piration of six months; that the six months’ levies 
of 1780, in which he served, commenced 10th | 
Ju y, and were discharged on the last Monday of 
November, 1780. 

The act of 7th June, 1832, provides for those 
only who served and received pay for six months. | 
lhe petitioner having served only about five | 
months, is not legally entitled to a pension. But 
having been willing to serve out the term for | 
which he enlisted, and being now upwards of | 
eighty-eight years of age, and destitute of the | 
means of support, the committee think that he is 
entitled to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passsed. 


E. J. M’LANE. 
The bill for the relief of E. J. McLane, reported 


from the Committee on Commerce, was read a | 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. | 
It proposes to require the proper accounting offi- | 
cers of the Treasury to pay to E.J. McLane or his | 
egal representative, $1,692 45, being compensa- 
ion tor his services and expenses as inspector of 
~ customs in the collection district of Brazos de 
St. Jago, in the State of Texas, while seizing and 
etaining horses and mules smuggled into the Uni- | 


ted States f; . = — 
that he ok cae’ with a provision, however, | 
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cers, satisfactory vouchers for the same, or to allow 
and pay such part as shall be so vouched. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM HARRIS. 

The bill for the relief of William Harris, of 
Georgia, reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury to settle the claim of Wil- 
liam Harris, and pay him for his services in the 
United States Army in the same manner as if he 
had not deserted therefrom; but with the provi- 
sion that the same shall not exceed the pay and 
emoluments of a sergeant of infantry, from the 
18th of April, 1814, to the 25th of November, 
1816. 

Mr. CHASE objected to the bill, and it was 
passed over. 


VASQUEZ AND COLLIGAN. 

The bill authorizing the legal representatives of 
Antoine Vasquez, Hypolite Vasquez, Joseph Vas- 
quez, and John Colligan to enter certain lands in 
Missouri, reported from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the parties named to 
enter, without payment, at any land office in Mis- 
souri, in such quantities, agreeably to the United 
States surveys, as the claimants may desire, a 
quantity of land subject to private entry, not ex- 
ceeding eight hundred arpens for each of the three 
persons first named, and twelve hundred arpens 
for Colligan, in lieu of, and in compensation for, 
aclaim of that quantity allowed to them by the 
board of commissioners appointed for the .inal 
adjustment of private land claims in the State of 
Missouri, and confirmed to them by ‘* An act con- 
firming claims to land in the State of Missouri, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved July 4, 1836, 
and to direct the register or registers of the land 
offices to receive the proper applications and proofs, 
and issue the necessary certificate or certificates, 
on return of which to the General Land Office, 
with proofs sufficient in the opinion of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to establish the right of the 
claimants as such legal representatives, a patent 
or patents shall issue as in other cases. 

The sons of Don Benito Vasquez, viz: Benito, 
Antoine, Hypolite, Joseph, and Pierre Vasquez, 
claimed eight hundred arpens each of land in Mis- 
souri, by virtue of a Spanish concession, alleged 
to have been made in 1800. In 1806 they pre- 
sented their papers and proof to substantiate their 
claim before the commissioners appointed to inves- 
tigate such claims, and in 1833 it was allowed b 
the board appointed under the act of the 9th July, 
1832. The board declare themselves unanimously 
of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to 
the claimants, or their legal representatives, accord - 
ing to the concession. By the act of July 4, 1836, 
this, with other decisions in favor of claimants in 
the report, were confirmed by Congress. 

Two sons of Vasquez, Benito and Pierre, or 
their legal representatives, had located their lands 
before the board acted on the subject. The title 
to the premises located by Benito, under the con- 
cession, became the subject of adjudication in the 
case of Bissell vs. Penrose, in which the Supreme 
Court of the United States affirmed the title under 
the grant. The two sons last named, having re- 
ceived their titles under the concession, have no 
further claim on the Government. 

The lands conceded to Antoine, Hypolite, and 
Joseph Vasquez, were not surveyed or located 
when approved by the commissioners, and subse- 
quently confirmed by the act of Congress of July 
4, 1836. This act excludes from its operation 
most of the cases reported upon by the commis- 
sioners, in which the locations had not actually 
been made; but this claim, either by oversight, or 
because it had in part been located, was, with one | 
or two others of a similar character, confirmed by | 
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In the cases of these confirmed claims, where 
no actual location of the premises had been made, 
a difficulty was found by the Department in grant- 
ing the land confirmed by the act to the claimant. 
The opinion of the Attorney General, Hon. H. 
D. Gilpin, was procured on the subject, in which, 
after examining the various provisions of the act, 
he says: ‘* | am of opinion that the first section of 
the act in question fully confirms and gives a valid 
title under the grant to the sons of Benito Vas- 
quez; but I do not think that without further legis- 
lation the same can be located upon any of the 
public lands of the United States. Thiscan never 
be done, except by authority from the Legislature; 
and the law in question, though it confirms the 
grant, does not provide for its location.’’ He 
further adds, that ** all the claims confirmed by 
the first section, except a very few, were located 
Spanish grants; for them the second and third sec- 
tions of the act adequately provide; for the others 
no provision is made, doubtless from accident; but 
the omission is one that can only be supplied by 
legislation.”’ 

The claim of Colligan for twelve hundred arpens 
of land was allowed by the same Board of Com- 
missioners on the 12th November, 1833, and was 
confirmed by the same act of Congress, of July 4, 
1836. This case presents the same difficulty as 
that above mentioned, arising from the want of 
survey and location before confirmation. 

As Congress has already decided on the merits 
of these claims, and has made the grant in ques- 
tton, further legislation authorizing the perfecting 
of the same by location on public lands ought to 
be had. In no other way can they obtain the 
benefit of a claim decided in their favor by the 
commissioners, and expressly confirmed by act of 
Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, aad passed. 


WILLIAM A. SLACUM. 


The bill forthe relief of the personal represent- 
ative of William A. Slacum, deceased, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The bill is designed to authorize the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to settle and ad- 


just the account of the late William A. Slacum, 


and to pay his personal representative, in addition 
to what Mr. Slacum received in his lifetime, his 
charges for expenses incurred in visiting the Co- 
lumbia river, in pursuance of the directions of the 
Secretary of State, in the years 1836 and 1837; 
but the amount allowed in such expenses is not to 
exceed $712 90. It is also proposed to pay to his 
said representative, as compensation for the ser- 
vices rendered tothe United States by Mr. Slacum 
on that mission, at the rate of six dollars per diem, 
commencing from the Ist of June, 1836, and con- 


| tinuing to the 15th of March, 1837; but the amount 


of pay received by Mr. Slacum as a purser in the 
Navy of the United States, during the period of 
time embraced in the above dates, is to be deducted 
from the amount of that per diem allowance. 

The late William A. Slacum was commissioned 
by President Van Buren, through his Secretary 
of State, Mr. Forsyth, by his letter dated 11th of 
November, 1835, to obtain some specific and au- 
thentic information in regard to the inhabitants of 
the country in the neighborhood of the Oregon or 
Columbia river, and generally all such informa- 
tion in that region, political, physical, statistical, 
and geographical, as might prove useful or inter- 
esting to this Government. 

In pursuance of this commission, Mr. Slacum 
did, in the year 1836, proceed to the Oregon Ter- 
ritory, and there fulfilled his instructions, and, in 
the year 1837, reported the results of his labors in 
his narrative, addressed to Secretary Forsyth 

The claim for repayment of expenses incurred 
and paid for the use and benefit of the Govern- 
ment is founded upon the following facts: 

‘That not being able to procure a vessel to con- 
vey him from the west coast of Mexico, where he 


|| commenced to perform his mission up the coast 
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to the Columbia river, on the Ist of June, 1836, 
Mr. Slacum provided himself with mules, provis- 
ions, and servants, to perform the land journey to 
ulties 


Oregon, but owing to the diffi 


and d ingers 
of the route at that season of the year, (espe lally 
rcity of water,) he was oblived to abandon 
it, and proceed by sea, via the Sandwich Islands. 
The expenses attending these preparations, loss 
on resale of mules, &c., and pay of servants, 
amounting to the sum of $135, make the first item 
of his claim, which the committee think is reason- 
able, and ought to be allowed. 

‘The second and third items are for freight and 
insurance paid by Mr.Slacum on $3,000 in specie, 
of his own funds, conveyed with him to pay his 
expenses, and allof which was devoted to the use 
of the United States; and for interest on $3,231 of 
his own funds, paid by him in expenses incurred 
solely for the ase of the Government, as admitted 
in the settlement of his accounts at the Treasury 
Depertment. The interest claimed is on this 
amount from the time he so applied it till it was 
repaid to him at the settlement of his accounts, 
tfpon bis return to this city. These items together 
amount to the sum of $280, which the committee 
think ought to be allowed. 

The item claimed for expenses of servant from 
Mexico to this city, the committee think ought 
not to be allowed, because they believe Mr. Sla- 
cum could have dispensed with his services, 

The item claiming the amount distributed in 
presents to Indians and others, for facilities in aid 
of his duties, the committee think is reasonable, 
and ought to be allowed; it amounts to $198. 

‘The memorialist also prays such compensation 
for his services as Congress may deem them to 
merit. Although no remuneration for services was 
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reported from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, was read a secoed time, and considered as 
1m Committee of the Whole. 
lis bill the Secretary of the Treasury will 
irected to pay to Francisco Lope Urriza, 
$10,250 as fui! compensation for the value of the 
schooner Julia, improperly seized while lying at 
La Paz on the 18th of September, 1846, by Com- 
mander S. F. Dupont of the United States Navy. 

Mr. STUART objected to the bill; and it was 

passed over. 
DUSUAN DE LA CROIX. 

The bill to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la 
Croix to a tract of land therein mentioned, re- 
ported from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, was considered as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

In the supplemental report of the register and 
receiver at Jackson court-house, dated December 
29, 1820, communicated to the Senate February 
23, 1821, it is stated that claim number four, 
in said report, was, ** inadvertently omitted in 
the general report,’’? made on the JJth of July, 
1820, and presented to the Senate the 17th of No- 
vember, same ar; and it is considered by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office that by 
reason of that omission, the claim is not entitled 
to the confirmation contained in the act of May 
8, 1822, confirming the general report of 1820. 
But by this bill it is proposed to confirm the claim 
to Dusuan de la Croix, his legal representatives 
and assigns, according to the Spanish survey re- 
ferred to in the claim, as fully as if the claim had 
been confirmed by the act of 1822; but this grant 
and confirmation are only to amount to a relin- 
quishment, on the part of the United States, of 
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ported from the Committee on the Post Office»), 
Post Koads, was read a second time, and consid 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. — 

It authorizes the Postmaster General to examine 
the claims of Almanzon Huston for additions! 
compensation for carrying the mail from Sabj,, 


Savlne. 


town to the city of Houston, and from Huntsy;), 
to Washington, in the State of Texas, and to make 
such allowance as he may deem just and equitable 

Huston, in October, #48, became the sub-eoy, 
tractor, under R. W. Martin, to carry the ma 
from Sabinetown to San Augustine, in the Stay. 
of Texas, in two-horse post coaches, (adiste~ee of 
twenty-eight miles,) at an annual compensation a 
$575. About the same time he becamea sub-con. 
tractor, under G. W. Grant, to carry the mails 
from San Augustine to the city of Houston, , 
distance of upwards of two hundred miles, in 
two-horse coaches, and a horse mail from Hypte. 
ville to Washington, about seventy-five miles, 
for the annual compensation of $5,100. Soon 
afterwards the service from Huntsville to Wash. 
ington was increased to two-horse coach service 
and an additional allowance was made to him by 
the Postmaster General of $750; an increase of 
speed was also ordered, from seven to five days, 
on the lines, for which an additional allowance of 
$500 was made. It appears that the mails in- 
creased so much in weight that he was compelled, 
in November, 1848, to place four-horse coaches 
upon the lines. It is also shown that, during the 
past winter, the roads have been unusually bad, 
and, in consequence of high waters, the expenses 
for ferriages have been much increased. 

The whole allowance to Huston, includin= the 
additional compensation, was $6,925. The con- 


tracts which have just been made for carrying the 
mails upon the same routes amount, in the agere- 
gate, to $16,290. The memorialist, under these 


all its right and title to the lot of land thus granted 
and confirmed. 
The bill w 


amendment, © 


promised to Mr. Slacum by the President, yet it 
i reasonable and just that some compensation 
should be allowed on this account. Mr. Slacum 
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reported to the Senate without 
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appears to have performed his mission with dis- 
psich and fidelity. It wasa duty attended with 
much privation, exposure, and peril; it was per- 
formed during the most inclement season; and it 
was fruitful of much valuable information to this 
Government, and of great benefit to our citizens 
Inhabiting that ‘Territory. 

Mr. BAYARD objected to the consideration of 
the bill; and it was passed over. 

PRACTICAL ANASTHESIA. 

Mr. EVERETT. The bill to recompense the 
discoverer of practical anzsthesia has been passed 
over by the Chair. Is it not a private bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is a bill 
which will undoubtedly lead to discussion. The 
Chair will, however, announce it to the Senate. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Let it pass over. 


ALEXANDER LEA. 

The bill for the relief of Alexander Lea, reported 
from the Committee on Commerce, was read a 
recond time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

it directs the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury to pay to Alexander Lea the sum of 
$1,500, being for losses sustained by him in the 
destruction of the light-house on Chandeleur 
Island, in August, 1852, as light-keeper, if it shall 
be made to appear, to the satisfaction of the ac- 
counting officers, that he sustained losses to that 
amount; or to pay such part as may be made so 
to appear. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


GIDEON HOTCHKISS. 

The bill for the relief of Gideon Hotchkiss, re- 
»orted from the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office, was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill revives the letters patent granted to 
Gideon Hotchkiss, a citizen of the United States, 
on the 9th of January, 1837, for ‘* a new and use- 
ful improvement in the construction of reacting 
water-wheels and their appendages,’’ for the term 
of fourteen years from the 30th of November, 
1836, and extends it for and during the term of 
seven years. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was r@ad a third time, and passed. 


FRANCISCO LOPE URRIZA. 
The bill for the relief of Francisco Lope Urriza, 


cered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 
JEMISON AND WILLIAMSON. 
The bill for the relief of Robert Jemison and 
Benjamin Williamson, reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, was 


read a second time, and considered as in Commit- | 


tee of the Whole. 
3y this bill the Postmaster General will be au- 
thorized to cause to be paid to Robert Jemison and 
Benjamin Wil!:smson the same amount of remu- 
neration for carrying the United States mail during 
twenty-six weeks, in the year 1836, on route 2,696, 
from Selma to Elyton, Alabama, as the original 
contractors for that route would have been enti- 
tled to receive under the terms of their contract. 
The claimants were mail contractors, in 1836, 


to carry the United States mail on route 2656, | 


from Montgomery, via Selma, to Tuscaloosa, and 


in consequence of disturbances with the Creek | 
Indians were required to carry mails not belong- | 


ing to their contract. Owing to failure of the con- 


tractors on route 2696, from Selma to Elyton, they | 


were also obliged to carry the mail over said route, 
for which they never had contracted. At the sec- 
ond session of the T'wenty-Fifth Congress, a law 
was passed authorizing the Postmaster General to 
cause to be paid to them, as they supposed at the 


time, the value of all of the extra service thus | 
performed; but that officer, in acting under that | 
law, felt himself constrained, by its terms, to re- | 
strict the allowance to the extra services imposed | 


by the Creek disturbances only. The claimants 
now ask Congress to pass a law allowing them, 
in addition to the compensation already granted, 


the remuneration to which the original contractors | 
from Selma to Elyton would have been entitled, | 
during the same time, had they continued to com- 


ply with their contract. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. One of the gentlemen 
named in that bill, Mr. Williamson, is dead; and 
I therefore move to amend it by inserting before 
‘* Benjamin Williamson” the words * the legal 
representatives of.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third | 


reading, was read a third time, and passed, and 
its title amended so as to read: ‘A bill for the 


relief of Robert Jemison, and the legal representa- | 


tives of Benjamin Williamson.”’ 
ALMANZON HUSTON, 
The bill for the relief of Almanzon Huston, re- 


circumstances, prays that an additional allowance 
may be made to him by Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


THE GENERAL ARMSTRONG CASE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill 
on the Calendar is one for the relief of the claim- 
ants of the private armed brig General Armstrong. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think that bill had better be 
laid aside. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
report in the case? 

Mr. SUMNER. I have not. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I hope the Senator will allow 
the report to be read. 
Mr. SUMNER. 

being done. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


Has the Senator read the 


I have no objection to that 


It is not necessary to read 
the whole of the report, but only the last two or 
three pages, which contain a recapitulation of the 
testimony and facts of the case. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the part of the 
report indicated; but, before concluding 


Mr. SUMNER. It seems to me that we are 
taking up time unnecessarily. I think a bill of 
this importance ought not to be passed at this 
time. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill wil 


be passed over. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed an enrolled 
bill for the relief of Harriet Leavenworth, widow 0! 
the late Brevet Brigadier General Leavenwor!. 

The Presienz then signed the bill. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
|| the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Priva? 
|| Secretary, announcing that he had approved and 

signed the joint resolution authorizing the Secre 

tary of the Treasury to pay the expenses of cot 

ifying and revising the revenue laws. _ , 

Also, an act for the benefit of the citizens an 
|| occupants of the town of Council Bluffs, in lowe. 


MARK AND RICHARD H. BEAN. 


The bill for the relief of Mark Bean and Rich 
ard H. Bean, of Arkansas, reported from the Com 
mittee on Public Lands, was read a second um*, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
|| It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
| to pay to Mark and Richard H. Bean $15,000, % 
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‘ned by them in their removal, under the 
| article of the treaty with the Cherokee In- 


ru 


-handon, not only the lands which they had 

.d, cultivated, and improved, but an extensive 
manufactory of salt, warehouses, dwelling houses, 
al ther large improvements, of which, and the 
Jeprived by the act of the Government. 
‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
was read a third time, and passed. 


THOMAS FRASER. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


ling 
readll = 5 


The next bill 


on the Calendar is House bill for the relief of | 


Thomas Fraser, which was referred to the Senate 
Committee on Pensions,and the committee asked 
+ be discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then let it be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair 
understand the Senator as objecting to the con- 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I understand that the com- 
mittee report adversely. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tee ask to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation. * 

Mr. SLIDELL. I understand it to be an 
adverse report; if so, let the bill go over. 

Mr. HAMLIN subsequently said: I desire to 
ask the Senate to consider the bill for the relief of 
Thomas Fraser, which passed the House, and 
from which the committee of the Senate ask to be 
discharged without reporting favorably or un- 
favorably. 
committee: 

“ The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Thomas Fraser, a soldier in the war 
of 1812, ask leave to report: That Fraser, in consequence 
of an injury received at St. Albans, Vermont, while ser- 
geant in Captain Danforth’s company, Colonel McCobb’s 
regiment, in the summer Of 1813, was, by act of Congress, 
placed on the pension roll to draw $2 66 per month for par- 
tial disability. He has now become entirely disabled in 
consequence of that injury, and produces evidence of total 
disability. Your committee recommend that his pension 
should be increased to eight dollars per mouth from April 1, 
i853, and ask leave to introduce the accompanying bill.”’ 


lt seems to me that there is only one side to the | 


case. I have here the certificate of two surgeons. 
[ know them personally; they are eminent in 
their profession. They certify that this man is 
now totally disabled, I ask, therefore, that the 
bill may be taken up. 


Mr. BAYARD. I should like to hear the state | 


ment of the committee why they asked to be dis- 


;,of May 6, 1828, by which they were forced | 


nenenective advangages therefrom, they were thus 


‘ 


The commit- | 


I will read the report of the House | 


charged from the further consideration of the bill. | 


We ought certainly to have their reasons. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I think it was because they 
reported a general bill. 
Mr. BAYARD. 
son from some member of the committee. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
Maine has stated the reason. The committee 
have agreed to report a general bill providing for 
this and some twelve or twenty other cases of a 
similar character which were referred to them. 
Mr. BAYARD. Then I object to the consid- 
eration of this bill. 1 think that quite a sufficient 
reason. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
objects, the bill will be passed over. 


Mr. BAYARD. I object. 


s PIERCE AND HODGE. 
lhe bill for the relief of Levi Pierce and An- 
crew Hodge, jr., reported from the Committee on 
Claims, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


By this bill the Postmaster General will be au- 


I should like to hear the rea- | 


The Senator from || 


If the Senator | 


thors . . e ° } 
horized to settle with and discharge Levi Pierce 


and Andrew Hodge, jr., sureties on the official 
bond of William H. Ker, formerly postmaster at 
New Orleans, on their paying, or securing to pay, 
to the satisfaction of the Postmaster General, 
— one year, $12,500; and either of them may 
iU8 Db 
pay, one half of that sum; but the Postmaster 
General, 
for the eastern 
isfied that it 
that suc 


n district of Louisiana, are to be sat- 
is for the interest of the United States 
| h settlement should be made. Such set- 
“ment with and discharge of one surety is not 
to - construed to discharge the other. 

n 1839 the Postmaster General, Mr. Kendall, 


e discharged on his payingy or securing: to || 


and the United States district attorney | 


| Department being $62,000. 


| bond to 


| rendered for defendants. 


| properly cited. 


dispatched a specific agent, Mr. Marron, to New 
Orleans, to look into the accounts of Mr. Ker, 
and to take measures, as it appears, to secure the 
funds of the Department. Mr. Marron reports, 
under date of August 15, 1839, that, in looking 
into the accounts of Mr. Ker, he found them 
worse than he anticipated, the indebtedness to the 
Mr. Marron pro- 
ceeded to secure the Department, as far as practi- 
cable, by taking mortgages on Mr. Ker’s prop- 
erty; this, he says, was all he could get, and sub- 
ject, of course, to previous encumbrances. He 
informs the Postmaster General, in this report, 
that-he made his movements as still as possible, 
for fear Mr. Ker’s sureties would push for a con- 
veyance of the property to them. 

It appears from a letter of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral that there was received from these mortgages 
the sum of $5,992 55, and that that is all that has 
been realized from any source. 

In April, 1841, suit was brought on his official 
recover the amount of the penalty, 
425,000, and interest. The defendants admitted 


|| their signatures, but denied the indebtedness of 
| Ker, and alleged that if Ker was indebted, then 


they could not be held responsible, because in 
August, 1839, the plaintiffs, without the knowl- 
edge or consent of the defendants, received from 
Ker an act of mortgage upon property to secure 
them against loss; and that in consideration of 
this mortgage security they granted Ker an ex- 
tension of six months. 

In April, 1843, the case was tried in the United 
States circuit court at New Orleans, and a verdict 
It was taken to the Su- 
preme Court by writ of error, and in December, 
1844, dismissed, the defendants not having been 
It came up again in the Supreme 
Court on a transcript of the record, and in 1847 
the judgment of the circuit court was reversed. 

he case came up again in the circuit court in 
1851, but the jury could notagree. In May, 1851, 


| it was again tried in the same court, and the evi- 
| dence offered by the Government being ruled out, 
|a verdict was given for defendants. 


A writ of 
error was again taken to the Supreme Court, and 
the judgment of the court below was again re- 
versed, and the case remanded for a new trial, and 
now stands on the docket of the circuit court for 
a fourth trial. 

The memorialist asks that Congress will pass 


| an act for his relief, upon such terms as will, while 
| it protects the Government from total loss, save 
' him from utter prostration. 


He states that his 
circumstances have become greatly embarrassed; 
that he has been and is compromising with his 
private creditors, and he asks from the Govern- 
ment the same amount of grace he has received 
from them, as the only means of saving himself 
from pecuniary ruin. 

In view of the embarrassing state of the pend- 
ing suit, the uncertainty of recovering anything, 
and of all the circumstances of the case, the com- 
mittee are of opinion that the Postmaster General 
and the district attorney should be authorized to 
make such a compromise as they may deem just 
and equitable, and conducive to the interests of the 
Government, within the limits and according to the 
terms prescribed in the bill submitted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


ANDREW J. DICKERHOFF. 
The bill for the relief of Andrew J. Dickerhoff 
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nsation and indemnity, in full, for losses | 


reported from the Committee on Pensions, was | 


read a second time, and considered as in Com- 


| mittee of the Whole. 


By this bill the Secretary of the Interior will be 
directed to place the name of Andrew J. Dicker- 
hoff on the roll of invalid pensioners, and pay to 
him annually a pension of ninety-six dollars, to 
commence on the Ist of January, 1850, and con- 
tinue during his life. 

The petitioner enlisted in Ohio “ for during the 
war ”’ with Mexico, was assigned at Newport bar- 
racks to company G, fourth infantry, (the regi- 
ment then being at Puebla, Mexico, where he 
afterwards joined it,) and was, at subsequent peri- 
ods, successively transferred to 1 and compa- 


nies of said regiment, as the first named two com- | 


anies were each, in turn, broken up, and was 
onorably discharged from company K at the 
close of the war, at Pascagoula. At the time of 


) 
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h years 


s enlistment, petitioner was not eighteen 
ld, and of rather delicate frame, and wa 


( S severely 
attacked, while in the service, by fever and ague, 


mumps, and colds; but was, nevertheless, never 


placed on the sick list, from personal reluctance 
and aversion to hospital treatment. At the time 


of his discharge at Pascagoula he was in a very 
feeble condition of health, owing to the hardships, 
exposures, and constant colds; but never having 
reported himself sick, no mention of disability was 
made in his discharge. His debility and sickness 
greatly increased on his journey home to Mount 
Vernon, Ohio, from Pascagoula, as certified by 
Surgeon McGugin, of the fifteenth reziment United 
States Army, in Mexico, who accompanied him 
a part of the journey. After reaching home in 
his feeble and jaded condition, Surgeon McGu- 
gin examined him, and found that he had con- 
tracted a disease of the spine, of so serious « nature 
as to result in curvature, contraction, and partial 
paralysis ef the left side, shortening the left leg, 
and implicating the muscles to such an extent that 
involuntary and most distressing contortions of 
the face and other parts of the body became fre- 
quent. Surgeon McGugin certifies, under oath, 
that petitioner was at that time, and is now, tn 
such a condition of bodily health as to render man- 
ual labor impossible, and mental exertion danger- 
ous to reason and life. Ele further states, on his 
oath, that, from his personal knowledge of the 
case, he is satisfied that the accumulated sufferings 
and unhappy disabilities of the petitioner resulted 
from his hardships and exposures in the Army of 
the United States in the war with Mexico. Dr. 
Selman, of Bloomfield, Lowa, confirms the state- 
ment of petitioner’s present condition, and concurs 
in the opinion as to its cause. 

lt is further proved by the testimony of Dr. 
McGugin, that petitioner’s mind has been mate- 
rially impaired by his peculiar diseases, and he 
now fails to recollect many names and circum- 
stances that would be of service in procuring the 
proofs required under the regulations of the Pen- 
sion Bureau. He does not know where to find a 
comrade who served with him, and who would 
have had a personal knowledge of his sufferings 
in Mexico; and as he refused to report himself 
sick, of course none of the officers could, in their 
official capacity, certify to any disability resulting 
from diseases incurred in the service. Hence the 
petitioner, after a rejection of his claim by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, on account of the ab- 
sence of the kind of proofs required by the rules of 
that office, had no alternative but to apply to Con- 
gress for a special act for his relief. The com- 
mittee are of opinion that the case is sufficiently 
made out to justify legislation in behalf of peti- 
tioner. He appears to be a most unfortunate, and, 
from the testimony accompanying, worthy and 
meritorious individual. It is made satisfactorily 
to appear that his health was good before his en- 
listment, that he was a temperate and prudent man, 
that he returned home sick, and that his sickness 
has resulted in deplorable disability; and though 
the testimony is not such as meets the requirements 
of the bureau, it is such, in the opinion of your 
committee, as to call for the charity of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The high professional and private character of 
Surgeon MeGugin and Dr. Selman is satisfactorily 
sustained by the letter of Hon. A. C. Donesr, 
Senator, and Hon. B. Henn, member of Con- 
gress, from Iowa. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

ANN W. ANGUS. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Ann W. Angus, 
reported from the, Committee on Pensions, was 
read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

By this bill the Secretary of the Interior will be 
directed to continue to Ann W. Angus, for a 
further term of five years, from the 4th of March, 
1854, the pension heretofore paid her, which ex- 
pired on that day, and to extend to her the benefits 
of all laws which may hereafter be passed, making 
general provisions for widows, or further contin- 
uing their half pay, to which benefits she would 
have been entitled if her husband, Samuel Angus, 
had died in the service of the United States. But 
the amount is not to exceed half the pay of her 
husband in any one year. 
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The petitioner is the widow of a captain in the 
United States Navy. She was pensioned in 1849, 
by a special act of Congress, for a term of five 
years, which expired on the 4th of March last, and 
under the peculiar circumstances attending the 
case, she is unable to fill the blanks sent from the 
Pension Bureau, in such a way as to entitle her to 
a continuance of her half pay under the existing 
statutes; and as she is aged and indigent, she now 
prays an act of Congress to continue her expired 
pension for a further term of five years, or for life, 
if consistent with the principles of the general 
statutes relaung to pensions. 

Capiain Angus entered the service at the age of 
fifteen, in the year 1799, and remained in the ser- 
vice until the latter partof Mr. Monroe’s Admin- 
istration, when he was dismissed, without a trial 
by court-martial, for writing a letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy which was not considered re- 
spectful. Atthe imeof writing the letter, he was 
laboring under temporary insanity, of which Presi- 
dent Monroe afterwards became satisfied, and rec- 
ommended his successor, Mr. Adams, to reinstate 
him. He was not, however, reinstated, in conse- 
quence of his being subject to fits of insanity, but 
was allowed a pension, which continued to his 
death, on the 29th May, 1340. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


HEZEKIAH MILLER. 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Miller, re- 
ported from the Committee on Claims, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to direct that $1,358 44 be paid to 
Hezekiah Miller, that sum being an unpaid balance 
of his salary asa clerk in the War Department 
from the Ist of January, 1829, to the 31st of De- 
cember, 1832; but this payment is to be in full 
for all claims of Miller against the United States, 
arising out of arrears of compensation or salary. 

Hezekiah Miller was aclerk in the Indian Bu- 
reau ata salary of $1,000 per annum, but per- 
formed the duties of a $1,400 clerk, and on the Ist 
of January, 1849, General P. B. Porter, then Sec- 


retary of War, decided, in accordance with the 
request of Mr. McKenny, head of the Bureau, 


that his salary should be $1,400. Notwithstand- 
ing this informal decision, however, the salar 


continued to be paid atthe rate of $1,000 until | 


1830), when, on his application, it was increased to 


“ 50; 3 e S° j . | 
$115 am HORS yore {ISRE) st was vonsend ts 1 Ei, means, they had expended on it for eighteen | 


$1,091 50; and in 1832 to $1,000. In 1833 it was 
finelly fixed at $1,400. His claim now is, that 
he was entitled to $1,400 a year from the Ist of Jan- 
vary, 1829, as designed by General Porter, and 
that the sum of $1,358 44 has been unjastly with- 
held, for which he should be paid principal and 
interest from January 1, 1833. In 1840 he was 
promoted to a salary of $1,600, which he is now 
receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third tyme, and passed. 


ABRAHAM DARDENNE. 

The bill for the relief of Theresa Dardenne, 
widow of Abraham Dardenne, and their chiidren, 
reperted from the Committee on Public Lands, 
was read a second time, and considered as inCom- 
mittee of the Whole. 

[t proposes to allow Theresa Dardenne, widow 
of Abraham Dardenne, to enter in legal subdivis- 
ions, at any land office in Arkansas, free of cost, 
six hundred and forty acres of any unappropria- 
ted land belonging to the United States, for the 
use and benefit equally of herselfand her children 
by Abraham Dardenne, as an indemnification for 
losses sustained by them on account of an errone- 
ous sale of land made to him by the land officers 
at Little Rock, Arkansas, on the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 1836, as per certificates of purchase, Nos. 
1132 and 1133. The acceptance of the six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, free of cost, by 
Theresa Dardenne, is to be held to be a full re- 
lease to the United States of all claim on her part, 
and of the other heirs of Abraham Dardenne, 
deceased, growing out of the before-recited erro- 
neous entry of lands. 

It appears on record in the General Land Office, 
that Abraham Dardenne entered at the land office 


| reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


| ported from the Committee on Claims, was read 


| Shubrick, of the Navy, and while attached in 


(east of Arkansas river) of section six, in town- 
ship five south, of range nine west, containing 
forty-three and fourteen hundredth acres; also, the 
northeast fractional quarter of same section, con- 
taining one hundred and fifty-nine and forty-five 
one hundredth acres; that some time subsequent 
to the date of said entries, it was discovered that 
the same were illegal, for the reason that the tracts 
of land were covered by donation certificate No. 
107, dated May 19, 1830, (claim No. 145,) in the 
name of the heir of Axron Hanscom,and a patent 
issued thereon, and that on the 6th of October, 
1847, notice of the fact that the aforesaid entries 
were illegal was forwarded to Abraham Dardenne, 
by the land officers at Little Rock, Arkansas, be- 
ing nearly eleven years subsequent to the entry 
by Dardenne. It further appears of record that 
the purchase money ($253 233) still remains in 
the ‘T'reasury of the United States. | 
The affidavit of the petitioner, widow of the late 
Abraham Dardenne, sets forth that herself, hus- | 
band, and children labored hard to improve and 
reduce to a state of cultivation the afore-mentioned | 
lands, for the term of eleven years, believing they 
were the sole owners, and that repeatedly, during 
that term of years, her husband was offered $5,000 | 
for the premises, but refused the same, preferring | 
his home to money. It is further in evidence that 
the petitioner, with her five children, (who were | 
dependent upon her for support,) were ejected, by 
force of law, from the premises on the first day of 
January, 1851, and that herself and children are 
homeless and in a state of destitution. Her pres- 
ent unhappy situation has been brought about | 
solely by the errors of the United States land | 
officers. 
Thus it appears that Abraham Dardenne, de- | 
ceased, bought from and paid the United States 
for land to which the United States had no title, 
having already sold it; that the United States still | 
holds the money, over $250, and has held it over | 
eighteen years; that foreleven years Dardenne was | 
sulfered to hold and improve the land without no- | 
tice that he had no title; that he continued to re- | 
side on the land, refusing to give it up until his 
death, and his family after him till Ist of January, 
1851, when the widow and her children, resisting 
in the courts, were ejected by force of law; that | 
they are poor, and the children dependent on the 
mother; that they have not only lost the use of | 
their money, but the interest for over eighteen 
years, and not only lost the land, but all the im- | 
provements, which, with their own labor and hum- 


years of continuous occupation, which had greatly 

enhanced its value; that to refund, now, the origi- | 
nal sum would be scandalous; that to refund it | 
with interest would be palpable injustice, in the | 
loss of all their labor and improvements, and the | 
increased value of the land; that all lands of simi- | 
lar value, on the banks of the Arkansas river, are | 
now entered and out of reach of the petitioner; that | 


authority to enter in full satisfaction, six hundred | 


and forty acres of land, such as is now subject to 
private entry, at the minimum price of the public | 
lands, seems the nearest approach to justice which 
can be attained. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


HENRY LA REINTRIE. 
The bill for the relief of Henry La Reintrie, re- | 


a second time, and considered as in Committee of | 
the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay | 
to Henry La Reintrie $593, in full satisfaction and | 
discharge of his claim for services rendered to the 
United States legation near the Government of 
Chili, and as bearer of dispatches from that lega- 
tion to Washington. 

Mr. La Reintrie was secretary to Commodore | 
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to the 30th of April, 1849, and for twenty-eigh: 
days afterwards, as bearer of dispatches to the 
Government of the United States, at the request 
of Mr. Barton. For this service he claims eon. 
pensation at the rate of six dollars perday, amount. 
ing to $858. He asserts that he was employed 
from twelve to sixteen hours daily, in recordino 
translating, and interpreting, or copying, duyiyc 
his service as secretary of legatidn. This ardy: ue 
public, service, as well as the exigency which re. 
quired it, are amply verified by satisfactory proog 

The memorialist presents a further claim for 
extra services rendered under the following cir. 
cumstances, viz: while holding the appointment 
of secretary to Commodore Shubrick, he wag 
transferred to the service of Commodore Jones. 
commanding officer of the Pacific squadron, on 
board the United States ship Independence, where 
he was employed from the Tthof May to the ]5th 
of July, 1848, in interpreting or translating the 
Spanish language, in the course of the official cor. 


| respondence of the last-mentioned officer. For this 


extra service heclaims $100 per month in addition 
to his regular salary, amounting to $226. This 
claim was disallowed by the Committee on For. 
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives of 
the first session, Thirty-F'irst Congress, No. 129, 
on the ground that ‘*as secretary, it appertained 
to the duties of the petitioner to perform the labor 
of conducting the correspondence of his superior, 
either in the particulars of transcribing letters in 
the same, or ina different language, or in other 
appropriate service,’’ and that in this case, his 
superior only, and not his fiduciary relation and 
service, was changed.’’ The claim for this service 
is therefore disallowed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


AMOS AND J. E. KENDALL. 

The bill for the relief of Amos and John £, 
Kendall was announced as the next bill on the 
Calendar. 

Mr. EVANS objected to its consideration, and 
it was passed over. 

WILLIAM MILLER. 

The bill for the relief of William Miller, re- 
ported from the Committee on Pensions, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 


| the Whole. 


It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 


|| thename of William Miller, of Livingston, county 


of York, and State of Maine, on the roll of in- 
valid pensioners, and pay to him a pension of 
ninety-six dollars per annum, to commence on the 
tenth of February, 1845, and continue during his 


| natural life. 


William Miller enlisted in April, 1814, as a 
private in the twenty-first regiment of infantry, 
and, in July following, crossed with the regiment 
from Black Rock into Canada. He assisted at the 
capture of Fort Erie, and afterwards at the battles 
of Chippewa, Queenstown Heights, and Bridge 
water; but, having contracted a disease in the head, 
producing frequent fits of epilepsy, to which he 
had never before been subject, he was left, at the 
close of that brilliant campaign, in the hospital at 
W illiamsville,in a state of disability, from which 
he has never recovered. It is proved, by the depo- 


| yitions of witnesses, who have known him from his 


boyhood, that he entered the army witha robust 
constitution, and in vigorous health. His attending 
physician in the hospital, Dr. James Bates, then aa 
assistant surgeon in the army, and since a Repre- 
sentative in Congress from the State of Maine, ex- 
presses his belief that the disability was occasioned 
by exposure during the campaign, which he states 
to have been one of the severest in that section of 
the army that was experiencea during the wet, 
and thatmany hundreds thereby irrecoverably lost 


| their health. The epileptic fits, which first occurred 


atthe hospital at Williamsville, are found to have 


_ periodically returned, accompanied with vertiz0, 


that capacity to the United States ship Independ- || 
ence, at Valparaiso, upon the urgent request of || 


Mr. Barton, chargé d'‘affairea at Chili, was ordered | 
by the commodore to repair to the city of Santi- 
ago and place himself under the direction of Mr. 
Barton. He promptly obeyed the order, although | 
the service had no legal or proper relation to his 


] 


and other syrfptoms of continued disease In = 
head, by which’ Mr. Miller has become totai'y 
disabled from supporting himself by manual labor. 
Other respectable physicians concur in the opinion" 
expressed by the hospital surgeon, that this dis®- 
bility is owing to the disease contracted by & 
posure while in the army. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


duty as commodore’s secretary. He continued || for a thit 
'| to serve, faithfully and laboriously, as secretary | amendment, ordered to be engrossed for & 


at Little Rock, Arkansas, January 30, 1836, the oe 
‘| of legation at Santiago, from the 6th of January || reading, read a third time, and passed. 


north part of the northwest fractional quarter 
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LEMUEL HUDSON. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
ansidered the House bill for the relief of Lemuel 
Hudson. : 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the In- 
erior to cause the name of Lemuel Hudson, 
‘rmerly surgeon of the twelfth regiment, fourth 
rade, New York militia, in the war of 1812, 
to be entered on the pension rolls, and pay to him 
the sum of twenty-two doilars per month, during 
his natural life, commencing January 1, 1852. 
Lemuel Hudson was a surgeon in the twelfth 
reviinent, fourth brigade, New York militia, com- 
manded by Colonel John T. Van Dolfsen, which 
was ordered by Governor Tompkins to march 
from Albany county, New York, to Sackett’s 
Harbor, in the summer of 1812. The regiment 
marched from Albany county on or about the 15th 
of Auzust, 1812, and was accompanied by Hudson, 
then a stout and healthy man,as surgeon. When 
at the town of Champion, Jefferson county, thirty 
miles from Sackett’s Harbor, the regiment was 
overtaken by a heavy storm of snow and sleet, 
which continued for a long time, and left three or 
four inches of snow on the ground, which lay for 
several days. The soldiers were unprovided with 
suitable clothes to withstand the inclemency of the 
weather, and much hardship and sickness ensued 
in consequence. Mr. Hudson was the only sur- 


’ 


geon in the regiment, and his arduous professional 
services, together with exposure to the wet and 
cold, threw him into a fever, which confined him 
to bed a lone time; and when he arose from his 
bed, his constitution was shattered—the fever had 
settled in his left hip, producing lameness, which 
has continued ever since, increasing with increas- 
ing years, until he is now totally disabled. He 
refrained from asking for a pension as long as he 
was able to make a living by the practice of his 
profession; but he is now an old man, unable, 
from the disability so contracted, to procure the 
necessaries of life, and therefore now asks the aid 
of his country. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed 


GEORGE S. CLAFLIN. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill 
is one from the House of Representatives, for the 
relief of George S. Claflin, on which the Senate 
Committee on Pensions have made an adverse re- 
port. 


Mr.STUART. Then let it be passed over. 
JAMES F. GREEN. 


The Senate,as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of James F. Green, 
of Pennsylvania. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of J. F. Green, of Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania, upon the invalid pension 
roll, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to com- 
mence February 1, 1850, and to continue during 
his natural life. 

_lt appears, from the petition of Mr. Green and 
the tesumony of two of his fellow-soldiers, that 
he was drafted in Orange county, New York, on 
the 10th of August, 1814, and mustered into ser- 
vice as a member of Captain Halleck’s company, 
of Colonel Belknap’s regiment, on the 18th of | 
August, 1814; that he was marched to, and sta- 
tioned at, Harlem Heights, and while stationed 
there, and in the line of his duty, he had his right 
knee crushed and the bore fractured. He was 
ordered out by his commanding officer to assist in 
removing some rocks, preparatory to pitching their 


tet ae upon the end of a long and heavy 
ever that they were using in prizing u . 
ha eet y £ in prizing up the rock; 


ever gave way and fell, catching and crushing 
his right knee under it, causing him great pain and 
totally disabling him from service for some five 
Weeks, which time he remained in the hospital. 
About this time he partially recovered, and was 
enabled to continue in service until the 3d of De- 
cember, at which time he was discharged, his 
a of service having expired. It appears from 
the testimony that the disability resulting from the 
ae has continued and increased; and from the 
ieee of two surgeons, it appears that owing 
‘he injury Green is totally disabled from pro- 
curing a support by manual labor. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without |! 
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amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 
J. B. KERR. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill making 
compensation to John Bozman Kerr, for diplo- 
matic services in Central America, is the next 
upon the Calendar. 

Mr. EVERETT. That subject has already 
been disposed of by the Senate. The bill was 
moved as an amendment to the deficiency bill, 
and was adopted. I move, therefore, that it lie 
upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LLEWELLYN WASHINGTON. 

The bill for the relief of Llewellyn Washine- 
ton, reported from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes Lo require the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Llewellyn Washington, $205 62, 


| for services as a clerk in the Post Office Depart- 


ment from the Ist of May, 1551, until the 14th of 
July of the same year. 

Llewellyn Washington was employed as a tem- 
porary clerk in the dead letter office from the Ist 
of May, 1851], until the 14th of July of the same 
year, at the rate of $1,000 perannum. The Post- 
master General, among his estimates sent to the 
Treasury Department, asked for $205 62; for the 
payment of the amount due to Mr. Liewellyn 
Washington, but from some cause, no appropria- 
tion was made. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be enmiossed fora third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

GENERAL R. B. MASON. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Brigadier 
General Richard B. Mason, reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to enact that all the provisions of 
the act approved February 3, 1853, ‘‘for the relief 
of Brevet Brigadier General Riley, and to enable 
him to settle his accounts with the United States,”’ 
be applied to the heirs of Brigadier General 
Richard B. Mason, in reference to all moneys 
raised and collected by him for contributions, 
penalties, internal assessments, duties, or other 
objects, in California, from June 1, 1847, to April 
15, 1849; and to direct the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department, in settling 
the accounts of General Mason, to allow as a 
credit, a commission of one and a half per cent. 
upon the moneys so raised, collected, and dis- 
bursed by him while he was Governor of Califor- 
nia, during the time stated. 

General Mason succeeded General Kearny in 
command in California, June 1, 1847, and con- 
tinued in command until April 15, 1849, when he 
was relieved by General Riley. A temporary 
civil government was organized on the conquest, 
at the head of which was the military officer in 
command. The government continued of neces- 
sity after the close of the war, and General Mason 
continued to act as governor, until succeeded by 
General Riley, who exercised the same functions 
until the organization of the State government, 
December 20, 1849. 

During the war, the collection of duties on arti- 
cles imported into that country had been made as 
a military contribution, under authority from the 
War Department. ‘Ihis authority ceasing with 
the termination of the war, General Mason then 
determined to enforce the United States tariff, and 
to levy duties in the same manner as In the es- 
tablished collection districts of the United States. 
These collections were continued by General 
Riley, and the accounts of both General Mason 
and Gener,l Riley were authorized to be settled 
by the act of 5th February, 1853, for the relief of 
General Riley. 

It seems only just that the same commission as 
was allowed to onan Riley for the collections 
and disbursements made by him, while civil gov- 
ernor of California, should also be given to the 
heirs of General Mason for similar services. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

RULIF VAN BRUNT. 

The next bill on the Calendar was one for the 

relief of Ralif Van Brunt. 
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I shall have to discuss that 


Mr. BAYARD. 
bill. 
The PRESIDING 


passed over. 


OFFICER. It will be 


ISAAC P. SIMONTON,. 
The bill for there ief of the leval represe 


of Isaac P. 


tatives 
Simonton was the next upon the 


Calendar. 
Mr. STUART. I move to lay that bill on the 
table. I wish to look into it, 


The- PRESIDING OFFICER. 
made, the bill must be passed over. 

Mr. STUART. My motion is that the bill lie 
upon the table. 

Mr. PETTITT. The Senator can object to the 
bill and have it passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
understands objection to be made. 
therefore go over. 

MADISON PARTON. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives, for the relief of Madison Parton. 

It is designed to confer upon the accounting 
officers of the Treasury authority to ascertain 
whether Madison Parton has been paid for all the 
military services rendered by him to the United 
States from the 8th of August 1837, till the &th of 
February, 1838, by examining the proper oflicers 
and other persons, as well as the proper rolls, of 
the company to which he belonged; and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury is directed to pay such 
sum of money as may be found to be due. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


HORACE SOUTHMAYD AND SON. 

The bill for the relief of Horace Southmayd 
& Son, reported from the Committee on Finance, 
was read a second time. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to refund to Horace Southmayd and Son the 
amount of drawback to which they would have 
been entitled, upon the shipment of foreign duti- 
able goods, shipped by them from New York to 
Tampico, in the schooner Mary Catharine, which 
cleared at New York on the 7th of April, 1847, as 
would have been allowed if those foreign goods 
had been shipped to some foreign port or place in 
any country with which the United States were in 
amity. 

Mr. STUART. I object to the consideration 
of that bill until 1 can have an opportunity to look 
into the principle on which it 1s founded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 


passed over. 


If objection be 


The Chair 
The bill must 


ROBERT SEWALL. 

The bil! for the relief of the heirs and represent- 
atives of the late Robert Sewall, reported from the 
Committee on Claims, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that the Third Auditor of the Treas- 
ury be directed to audit the claim of the heirs and 
representatives of the late Robert Sewall, and de- 
termine the amount that may be due to them, and 
report the amount to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, who is required to cause it to be paid. 

In August, 1814, when the British forces were 
marching upon the Capitol, some men of the Amer- 
ican troops, with their arms and ammunition, tock 
possession of a brick house belonging to the 
father of the petitioner, and for the time converted 
it into a place of military defense. As the British 
troops approached the house, they were fired upon 
by the party in the house and the horse of Gen- 
eral Ross and one of his men were killed. Under 
these circumstances, the house was attacked, 
taken, and burnt by the enemy, and some of the 
American party were taken prisoners, ani umong 
them, as stated by ‘one of the witnesses, was an 
American officer. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


8S. R. ADDISON. 

The bill for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, 
passed assistant surgeon in the United States Navy, 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to pay to Assistant Surgeon Addison, 
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the difference of pay between that of his grade and 
a surzeon, from April 4, 1648, until June 21, 1850, 
being the period during which he served as sur- 
geon on board the United States sloop-of-war 
Saint Mary’s. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


Rm) 
MANUEL HERNANDEZ. 

The bill for the relief of Manuel Hernandez, 
reported from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize Manuel Hernandez to 
locate, not exceeding eight hundred arpens of land, 
French measure, according to the legal subdivi- 
sions, on any of the publie lar ds in the State of 
Florida, sulject to private entry, which shall be 
in full compensation for all the damages he may 
have sustained in being dispossessed of eight hun- 
dred arpens of land, about three miles distant from 
the mouth of the Escambia river, lying between 
the lands of Joseph Noriega and those of the free 
mulatto named Charles, being the same lands that 
were granted to Joseph Hernandez, deceased, by 
the Spanish Government, on the &th of October, 
1817; and further to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a patent for | 
the amount mentioned. 

Joseph Hernandez settled upon and cultivated 
certain lands lying on the bay of Pensacola, and 
applied, by petition, to the proper authorities of 
Spain for a grant of those lands which were de- | 
scribed as being ‘‘ about three miles distant from 
the mouth of the Escambia river, lying and situ- 
ate between the lands of Joseph Noriega and those 
of the free mulatto named Charles;’’ that the usual | 
proceedings were had, and the proper decrees were 
made, under date of 8th October, 1817, for per- 
fecting the grant of eight hundred arpens of land 
to him, but there was no actual survey of the land 
until after the change of Government in 1821. He | 
filed his claim before the commissioners appointed 
to adjust private land claims in the Territory of 
Florida, and on the 29th of April, 1824, the com- 
missioners examined the claim, and, as appears 
from the indorsement on the back of the original | 
grant from the Spanish Government, by the secre- 
tary of the commissioners, and also from the affi- 
davit of the secretary, Joseph E. Coro, the claim | 
was confirmed by the commissioners; ‘* but that, | 
by mistake, no record of confirmation was made, | 
and the said claim was not embraced in any of the 
abstracts of the commissioners’ reports.’’ 

Hernandez departed this life, and Manuel Her- | 
nandez was duly appointed his administrator, and 
as such administrator sold and conveyed the tract 
of land to one Pio Millan de la Carrera, as ap- 
pears from a duly certified copy of the deed, dated 
7th August, 1837; and Carrera, on the 2d Sep- 
tember, 1837, sold and conveyed by deed to the 
petiuioner, Manuel Hernandez, the lands. 

It also appears that, after the survey of the lands | 
in the Territory of Florida, by the Government | 
of the United States, that one William L. Booth | 
entered the lands as public lands, and that an ac- | 
tion of ejectment was brought against Booth, in | 
the circuit courtof Escambia county, by Manuel 
Hernandez, which suit he failed to sustain. The | 
petitioner now asks the right to locate lands equal 
in quantity to the lands of which he was dispos- | 
sessed. ‘The committee believe, from the evidence, 
that.the commissioners did confirm to Joseph 
Hernandez eight hundred arpens of land, although 
they made no record of such confirmation; and 
that, as he has been dispossessed of the lands in | 
question, justice would require that he should be 
authorized to locate an equal quantity of lands, on 
any of the public lands, within the State of Fle- 
rida, subject to private entry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

SYLVANUS CULVER. 

The bill for the relief of Sylvanus Culver, re- | 
ported from 
Claims, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct a land warrant for one hun- 
dred acres to be issued to Sylvanus Culver, the 


only surviving heir of John Pearson, deceased, | 


in heu of a land warrant for one hundred acres, 
issued April, 19, 1806, to Samuel Pearson, in trust 


the Committee on Private Land | 


for himself and the other heirs of John Pearson, 
deceased, who was a private in the New York 
continental line, and which warrent has been lost 
or destro ed. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, the bill was amend- 
ed by inserting after ‘* one hundred,”’ where it first 
occurs, the words ** and twenty.”’ 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
1 


. o 
the amendment was concurred in, and the bill was | 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a 


third time, and passed. 


JEAN BAPTISTE BEAUBIEN. 


rT e * . .- | 
Phe bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beau- | 
bien, reported from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, was read a second time, and con- | 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to authorize the Commissioner of | 
the General Land Oifice to issue a patent or pat- | 
ents to Jean Baptiste Beaubien, for the following | 
lots as described and numbered on the survey and | 
plat of the Fort Dearborn addition to Chicago, in | 
the State of Illinois, made under the order of the | 
Secretary of War, and now on file in the War | 
Lots numbered one, two, three, four, five, | 
and six, of block number four; all that part of lots | 


Office: 


numbered eight and nine, block number two, 


which lies south of the line of excavation, author- | 


ized by the act of Congress, approved July 21, 


1552; and all that part of lot number one, block | 


number five, that lies within the boundaries com- 
mencing on the western line of said lot number 


one, block five, at a point ten feet north of the 
southern line thereof; thence east parallel with the | 
southern line two hundred and fifty feet to the | 


western boundary of the lands granted by the Uni- 
ted States to the Illinois Central Railroad Com- 
pany; thence north, along the western boundary 


thirty-four feet to the northern line of lot number | 
one, block five; thence west along the northern | 
line two hundred and fifty feet to the northwest | 


corner thereof; thence south along the western line 


thereof, thirty-four feet to the place of beginning. | 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 
THOMAS RHODES. 


« The bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes, re- | 
ported from the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads, was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to pay $3,175 11 to Thomas Rhodes, in full | 
him in | 


satisfaction for the expenses incurred b 


opening and constructing a road from Mobile, in 


Alabama, to Pascagoula Bay, for the transporta- | 
tion of the mail, in the year 1828, in pursuance of | 
an implied authority and contract from the Post- | 


master General. 
‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 
ROBERT JOYNER. 


The bill for the relief of Robert Joyner, re- | 


ported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, was 


read a second time, and considered as in Commit- | 


tee of the Whole. 


It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- | 
cers of the Treasury to credit Robert Joyner, in | 
the adjustment of his accounts as naval store- | 
keeper at the Pensacola yard, with the sum of | 


$662 43, being the amount of the cost of sundry 


articles of clothing and small stores which were | 
stolen from the public store under his charge at | 


the yard. 

Mr. EVANS. 
read, 
case. 

The report was accordingly read. 
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April 7, 
in the case were referred to the Secretary of th. 
Navy, who declined to afford relief withou: ¥, 
authority of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate w 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
reading, was read a third time, and passed 

PAYMASTERS’ CLERKS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next };) 
upon the Calendar is one for the relief of pay. 
masters’ clerks who served ih Mexico, which has 
been reported adversely from the Committee oy 
Military Affairs. : 

Mr. STUART. Pass that over. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move to concur in the 
adverse report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair jg 
of the opinion that if objection be made the bill 
must be passed over. 

Mr. ATCHISON, Then I move its indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 1 think it ought not 
to be indefinitely postponed. The chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs who reported 
it is not here. 

Mr. STUART. If there be any desire to haye 
it acted upon, I shall raise the question that jt jg 
not a private bill at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair js 
of opinion that objection being made, the bill must 
go over. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 

JAMES ERWIN. 

The bill for the relief of James Erwin, of Ar- 
kansas, and others, reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, was read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
investigate, audit, allow,and pay to James Erwin, 
of Arkansas, a fair and full remuneration for the 
actual losses he sustained in consequence of a con- 
tract he made with the United States in September, 
1834, to supply provisions and transportation for 
the use of the Creek Indians expected to emigrate 
from the eastern to the western side of the Missis- 
sippi river, but who did not emigrate; and further, 
to direct the Secretary of War to investigate, 
audit, allow, and pay to James Erwin, and to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Daniel Greathouse, 
deceased, a full and fair remuneration for the actual 
losses sustained in consequence of a contract made 
by Erwin and Greathouse, in his lifetime, and the 

nited States, in December, 1835, for the same 
purpose, but with the provision that in estimating 
the loss in either case, the Secretary of War shall 


the 


ithout 
& third 


| first ascertain the actual cost of delivering the sev- 


I should like to hear the report | 
It appears to be a rather extraordinary | 


In April last one of the warehouses connected | 


with the navy-yard, in which the public clothing 


and small stores were deposited, under the custody | 


of Mr. Joyner, was clandestinely entered at differ- 


ent periods and articles stolen, the cost of which | 


is estimated at $662 43. 


A committee of officers, | 


appointed by the commandant for that purpose, | 


fully investigated the circumstances, and the result 
of the investigation, and the testimony of other 
officers, show, to the satisfaction of the committee, 
that the loss was not occasioned by any inatten- 
tion to duty or negligence on the part of the store- 


} 
| 


keeper, but was owing to the insecurity of the |; 


store-rooms. ‘The correspondence and evidence 


eral articles named in the contract at the places 
appointed for their delivery, apd then what they 
could have been sold for at auction, or otherwise, 
in the hands of a prudent agent, and that the differ- 
ence, if any, shall be considered the sum actually 
lost. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON subsequently said: Since the 
filing of the papers in this case, James Erwin has, 
to my knowledge, died; and the bill should be for 
the relief of his heirs and legal representatives. 
I ask, by unanimous consent, that the bill may be 
amended accordingly. 

Mr. BADGER. Insert ** personal representa- 
tives.” 

By unanimous consent, the amendment ws 
made. 


A. G. BENNETT. 

The bill for the relief of A. G. Bennett, reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs was read 
a second time, and considered as in Commi'tet 0! 
the Whole. ; 

It proposes to direct the proper accountins 
officers of the Treasury Department, in settling the 
accounts of Albert G. Bennett, paymaster in ‘he 
United States Army, to allow him credit for what: 
ever sum of money he may prove, to the satisiac- 
tion of the Secretary of War, to have been lost 
by him by the burning of the steamboat V olante, 
between Vicksburg and Yazoo City, November!» 
1853, the amount not to exceed $1,281 80. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for & third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


URI EMMONS’S PATENT. 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of the ate 
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Uri Emmons, reported from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office, was read a second 
i. and considered as in Committee of the 


' 
Lines 


nea BAYARD. _ 1 must object to that. I men- 
sion in connection with it, though, that one reason is 
owing to the irregularity with which our reportsare 
fled. I desire to call the attention of the Senate to 
thefact. On my file the reports and other papers are 
ond regularly filed, and J think the persons whose 
duty itis to attend to it should do it better than 
they do. As far as my documents are concerned, 
neither reports nor bills are regularly filed. 1 
; find myself at a loss when I desire to refer 
to them. 
The bill was passed over. 
MICHAEL NOURSE. 

The bill for the relief of Michael Nourse, re- 
norted from the Committee on Claims, was read 
. second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting of- 
ficers of the Treasury to pay to Michael Nourse, 
late chief clerk in the office of the Register of the 
Treasury, the difference between the compensa- 
tion received by him as chief clerk, and the com- 
pensation of the register, for the time that he per- 
formed the duties of register under a temporary 
appointment by the President of the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


fier 
Leth 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
announce to the Senate, that the Calendar has now 
been gone through with. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of James 
Dixon, praying compensation for extra work 
done by him on the court-house in the city of 
Alexandria, while the said city was within the 
territorial limits of the District of Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Harris Hill, on behalf of 
himself, and the heirs and legal representatives of 


William Scott, deceased, praying remuneration | 


fora tract of land granted to the deceased by the 
Spanish Government, and sold by the United 
States as public land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Altha A. 
Hoyle, on behalf of herselfand others, heirs of the 
late George Hoyle, late of Montgomery county, 
Maryland, praying Congress to pass an act to 
permit George W. Hoyle to sell and assign a cer- 
tain land warrant, granted to the said George 


Hoyle during his lifetime; which was referred to 


the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHASE presented the petition of R. Mc- 
Cabe, praying a grant of land to the President 
and Directors of the Cincinnati and Mackinaw 


Railroad Company, in aid of the construction of | 


a railroad from Greenville to the Straits of Mack- 


inaw; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented seven peti- | 
tions, signed by Shepherd Knapp and others, pen- | 
sion agents from six States—viz: New York, Ohio, | 


Indiana, Connecticut, New Jersey, and New 
Hampshire—praying compensation for services 
rendered; which, together with the papers on the 
subject already on file, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of L. E. L. A. Lawson, sole surviving 
heir of General Eleazer W. Ripley, deceased; 
Which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CHASE asked,and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill granting to the 


Cincinnati and Mackinaw Railroad Company | 


certain land to aid in the construction of said road; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

BARK ABEONA. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
change the name of the bark Abeona to Mount 

ernon; and asked for its immediate consideration. 

e bill was accordingly read a first and second 
ime, and considered as in Committee of the 


Whole 
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ported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, was read a third time, and passed. 
MINNESOTA LAND DISTRICTS. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, the bill 
to establish additional land districts in the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered toa third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. : 

NOTICES. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to mention to the 
Senate that | shall be under the n« cessity of being 
absent from the city for some ten days, from the 
beginning of next week, and | shall, therefore, on 
Monday, if I can have the opportunity, ask the 
Senate to take up and consider the bill allowing a 
credit, for a limited period, for duties on railroad 
iron imported into the United States; which was 
reported by me from the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to give a similar notice. 
I shall ask the favor of the Senate on Monday 
next, to take up the bill reported trom the select 
committee on the National railroad, in order that 
1 may present to the Senate my views upon it, as 
I shall be compelled to be absent from the city to 
take my family to the Pacific coast. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, pril 7, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by*Rev. Witiiam H. Mivsurn. 

The Journal of yesterday was res! and approved. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Department, made 
in compliance with a resolution adupted by the 
House on the 4th instant, on motion of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Grey.} 

Mr. OLDS. The communication, I believe, is 
a reply to a resolution of this House, calling for 
information about the Alabama mail contract, 
which was under discussion here a few days ago. 
| move to dispense with its reading, and to refer it 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and that it be printed. 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, it 
will be so ordered. 

SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read the first and second 
times by their titles, and referred as indicated 
below: 

An act for the relief of the West Feliciana Rail- 
road, and the Georgia Railroad and Banking 
Companies. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act to enable the United States to make use 
of the solar compass in the public surveys. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

An act forthe relief of Hodges & Lansdale, and 
the legal representatives of Rinaldo Johnson and 
Ann E. Johnson. Referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Joseph Watson, deceased. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

An act for the relief of William Claude Jones. 


Prayer 


| Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


TREATIES WITH THE INDIAN TRIBES. 

Mr. ORR. As it is my purpose to leave the 
city this evening, I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to make a report of a bill, to have it 


| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, and printed. 

The Clerk reported the title of the bill, as 
follows: 

Bill defining the terms on which treaties shall 
hereafter be made with certain tribes of Indians, 


| and for other purposes. 


The SPEAKER. This isa bill that has been 
reported back from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs with certain amendments. 

Mr. ORR. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and that the bill and amendments and report be 
printed. 

It was so ordered. 


TRANSPORTATION OF THE MAILS. 
The SPEAKER. The bill€to empower the 
Postmaster General to confract for the transpor- 


No amendment being made, it was re- |! tation of the United States mail from New Orleans 
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to San Francisco, according to time, was pending 
yesterday when the House passed from the morn- 
ing hour. The pending motion is to commit the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and on that proposition the previous 
question has been demanded. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Ido not know, Mr. 
Speaker, that the House properly understands the 
proposition before them. Some gentlemen near 
me say they do not understand it. 

The SPEAKER. This bill was reported from 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
A motion is pending to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union; 
and on that motion the previous question is 
demanded. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to ask the gentleman who called for the previous 
question, [Mr. MceMuuuin,] whether he will not 
withdraw that call, so as to enable me to modify 
my original motion, and to move that the consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed for three weeks, so 
that it may not goto the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? I hope the gentleman 
from Virginia will so far favor me. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I cannot my 
call for that purpose. 

The question being on seconding the call for the 
previous question, 

Mr. TROUT demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Vari and Cox were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 60, noes 33. 

The SPEAKER, There is no quorum votiag. 

CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 


of the House. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. The roll was then called, and the Chair 
announced that there was a quorum, 138 members 
having answered to their names. 

Mr. HAMILTON moved that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be suspended. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER here obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. When a call of the House was 
ordered, the House was dividing upon a call -for 
the previous question, and that business is first in 
order. Until that is disposed of, the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Parker] cannot be entitled to 


the floor for any pu 
The SPEA > 
taken, and the teller resume their places 


point of order is well 

Mr. LATHAM. I ask the gentleman who 
made the call for tellers, and also the gentleman 
who moved the previous question, to withdraw 
those motions, in order that | may be heard a mo- 
ment upon the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Tellers have been ordered 
by the House, and the call cannot be withdrawn. 

The tellers resumed their places; and the ques- 
tion being taken, they reported—ayes 66, noes 
67. 

So the House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the further considera- 
tion of the bill be postponed to this day three 
weeks, and that the bill and amendment be printed. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. That is the motion | 
was about to make. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 1 hope that order will not 
be made. This is a bill that we can now dispose 
of as well as at any other time; and we are post 
poning and making special orders of too many 
bills. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
batable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Then I move the previous 
question. 

Mr. JONES. Upon what does the gentleman 
call the previous question? 

Mr. HAMILTON. Upon the motion to post- 

one. 

Mr. JONES. The previous question cannot 
be called upon that motion. I suppose the pre- 
vious question, if seconded, will apply to the en- 
grossment of the bill, and that will, as I understand 
it, cut off the motion to postpone. 

| Mr. ORR. It will have that effect under the 


withdraw 


I move that there bea call 


Is this motion de- 
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rule, and | hope the previous question will not be 
seconded. ; 

The SPEAKER. The previous question would 
cut off the motion to postpone, but not that to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. ORR. But that is not the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
such a motion is pending. 

Mr ORR. sut the motion to postpone is not 
debatable; and I understand that the House is 
brought to a direct vote upon that question, 

The SPEAKER, That will be the first ques- 
tion before the House, if the previous question 1s 
not seconded; but if itis, the motion will be cut 
off. 

Mr. ORR. Then I hope the previous question 
will not be seconded. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the bill do lie upon 
the table. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Can the Chair entertain 
that motion while there was pending amotion that 
the bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. A motion was made to com- 
mit the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. Then camea motion that the 
further consideration of the bill be postponed; and 
after that, a motion that the bill do lie upon the 
table. The Chair conceives the latter motion io 
be in order. 

Mr. CHURCHWELLI.. [hope thatthe motion 
will be voted down, and that the bill will, at least, 
be allowed to live for three weeks. I demand the 
yeas and nays on the question. 

i ‘ries of ** No;’’ ** Call for tellers.’’ 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I withdraw the call 
for yeas and nays, and demand tellers. 

Mr. LETCHER. I renew the call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion that 
the bill do lie upon the table; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 66, nays 78; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Abercrombie, Ball, Bell, Boyce, Bridges, 
Carpenter, Caruthers, Chrisman, Crocker, Curtis, Johu G. 
Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, Drum, Dunbar, 
Eastman, Edmundson, Etheridge, Farley, Flagler. Grow, 
Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, 
Henn, Hiester, Hill, Damel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
JI. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Letcher, Lindley, 
Macdonald, McMultin, Matteson, Mayall, Meacham, Jolin 
G. Miller, Morrison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Packer, Peck, Peckham, Phelps, Pratt, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Sabin, Seward, Seymour, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Stratton, John J. Taylor, 
Tracy, Eitiin B. Washburne, Lsrael Washbura—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, m, Banks, Barksdale, 
Benson, Bissell, Rugg, , Chandler, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Clingman, Cob , Corwin, Cox, Cullom, 
Dent, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Edgerton, Elliott, Elli 
gon, English, Everhart, Fenton, Fuller. Grey, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hibbard, 
liughes, Hunt, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Latham, Lindsley, 
McDougall, Mace, Macy, May, Miller, Olds, Orr, Parker, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Ready, Richardson, Riddle, Da 
vid Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, Sage, Sapp, Shannon, 
Shaw, Shower, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
liestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Thurston, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walsh, Wells, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Daniel B. Wrigiit, 
and Zollicoffer—78. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. LATHAM. I would ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his call for the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The question, even 
then, would not be debatable. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. What is the state of 
the question before the House? 

The SPEAKER. Itis on seconding the demand 
for the previous question. There is a motion to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. There is also another mo- 
tion to postpone to a day certain, which is not 
debatable. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
man to withdraw the motion to postpone, so that I 
may be heard on the subject. 

Mr. ORR. I will gratify the gentleman by with- 
drawing my motion, if the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. Hamitton] will withdraw his call for 
the previous question, provided he will renew the 
motion to postpone when he has concluded the 
remarks he preposes to make. 

Mr. HAMILTON. lf the gentleman from 
South Carolina will withdraw unconditionally the 
motion to postpone, | will withdraw the call for 
the previous question. 


Then I would ask thegentle- || 


| pulco route in fifteen days. 


Mr. ORR. I 


postpone to a day certain, unconditionally. 
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‘The question was then taken; and the House re- | 


fused to second the call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the 
motion to postpone the « onsideration of the bill to 
a day certain. 

Mr. LATHAM. I would ask the gentleman 
from South Carolina to withdraw that 

Mr. ORR. 
will renew it. 

Mr. LATHAM. I will. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question now is 
on the motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, the biil which 
the House has under consideration now, is one 
affecting so vitally the interests of my constitu- 
ents, that | cannot consent it shall be disposed of 
without hav ing an opportunity of eX pressing W hat 
1 deem are the interests, not only of the State of 
California, but of the General Guvernment, in the 
matter. | am not prepared to say that [| am in 
favor of the bill before the House in its details, 


motion, 
Ido withdraw it, if the gentleman 


| 
because | think that there might be a substitute 


introduced which would more effeciually carry 
out what is intended. 

The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. McMut- 
LIN,| In his remarks on yesterday, upon this bill, 
took occasion to call the attention of the House to 
the fact that the Post Office Department is not 


now a self-sustaining branch of the Government; 


but that, on the contrary, it Is a tax on the 
Treasury, and there has to bean annual appropri- 
ation in order to meet the necessary expenditures. 

However true that may be—and I am prepared 
to indorse all of the sentiments he expressed—I 
say, that one of the reasons why that very state 


of things exists, so far as the mail between the | 


Atlantic and Pacific coasts is concerned, originates 
in the law now in existence. ‘The principle ef this 


bill is intended to remedy this defect; and, if it is 


adopted by Congress, it will be found that it will | 


effect the very result which the gentleman desires, 


to wit: that the Post Office Department shall bea 


self-sustaining branch of the Government, 

Now, what are the facts? At present the mail 
is carried between 
San Francisco for $850,000 per annum. 


the cities of New York and 
The | 


average length of time by the Panama route—by | 
which route the mail is carried—is about thirty | 


days. 
the average time will be found to be thirty days. 
There are two large express companies, Adams 


It has been done in twenty-five days; but | 


& Co. and Wells, Fargo & Co., which carry mail | 
matter by Nicaragua, charging from twenty-five | 
to fifty cents on a letter; and the trip is made in | 


twenty-two and twenty-three days. 


The result | 


is, that all commercial men throughout the country | 


avail themselves of these facilities, as the most ex- 
peditious and the best calculated to carry outtheir 


purpose, to wit: to expedite them in the delivery | 


of messages whfch materially affect their interests. 


The mail matter, therefore, which is carried by 
these express companies, amounts to about one | 
third of the regular United States mails; and thus | 
the Department is cut off from about one third of |! 


its revenue, which goes to the maintenance of | 


these large express companies. 


cannot withdraw the motion to || 


i pril 7, 


Mr. LATHAM. Nine hundred and Sixty tho, 
sand dollars, the gentleman from Tennessee tote 
This bill propeses that the mail shail be carried ;, 
twenty five days for $10,000. And if the time i 
reduced to fifleen days—which, in my opinio;y : 
the lowest possible limit that it can be carried, 
will cost $1,000,000, or but little over what the 
Government is now paying for the transportatio, 
of the mail by the Panama route in twenty-seven 
to thirty days. 

Now, what I desire to call the attention of the 
House to more particularly, is, that the pring). 
ples of this bill are right. If the Government de. 
sires to relieve itself from the burden of taxation 
in carrying and keeping up the mail between the 
Atlantic and Pacific coast, 1t must adopt this prip. 
ciple, or it cannot possibly relieve itself from « 
large burden of taxation laid upon its shoulders 
| wish to say, further ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from California allow me to say that I have not 
received a single letter from California for months 

Mr. LATHAM. That is the true condition of 
things; and so far dol know such delay in re. 
ceiving letters from California to be true, that the 
really important matter which comes to me as a 
member of this body I receive regularly by the 
express companies, and it reaches me some five 
or six days before the mail reaches me. And this 
is the case in the experience of the commercia| 
men of the country. It is these express compa- 
nies which relieve the Post Office Department of 
that income which it should properly receive, and 
which should go towards sustaining the route that 
is at any time established. 

I wish to call the attention of the House to this 
fact. If you send this bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on. the state of the Union, the result 
will be that the bill will never be reached, and this 
Congress will adjourn without being able to obtain 
any action whatever upon it, whether it contains 
merits or not. If the consideration of the bill is 
postponed for three weeks, why then the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads can inves- 
tigate this matter; they can see whether this bill 
is capable of being amended in its details—and, for 
one, | think it is—and the bill can then be properly 
reached. 

The committee can amend the bill so as to re- 
lieve the Government from debt, and obviate the 
very objections which the —_a- from Vir- 
gima (Mr. McMvututy] has eXpressed against the 


| bill, and which I know are entertained by other 


gentlemen upon this floor. When it comes up for 
consideration at the expiration of three weeks, 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
can report a substitute and amendments, and then 


| it can be discussed fully by the House, and the 


Now, what does this bill propose? It proposes | 
that when the Government ascertains that a mail | 


ean be carried by any other route than the one 
established, in a more expeditious manner, its 


contract shall terminate with the existing route, | 
| and shall be given to that route which will carry 


it more expeditiously. 
There are four routes between the Atlantic and 


the Tehuantepec route, and the route between 
New Orleans, Vera Cruz, and Acapulco. I have 
no doubt in my own mind that the mails will be 
eventually carried in fifteen days. I believe that 
the mail between New Orleans and San Francisco 
can be carried safely by the Vera Cruz and Aca- 
But I do not believe 
that it will ever be carried in ten days, at a cost 
to the Government, under this bill, of $1,600,000, 
which seems to be the great objection of many gen- 
tlemen to the bill. You now pay $850,000 to 
carry the mails in from twenty-seven to thirty 


days. 
Me. CHURCHWELL. Nine hundred and 


| sixty thousand dollars. 


| the Pacific now occupying the attention of men of | 
| capital—the Panama route, the Nicaragua route, || 





| 


result will be that the Government can carry out 
that principle, which we all know will tend to re- 
lieve the Post Office Department from that burden 
of taxation which is now imposed upon it. | now 
renew the motion made by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Orr,] that the consideration 
of the bill be postponed for three weeks. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Larnam] yield me the floor fora 


moment? 


Mr. LATHAM. I cannot do so without the 
consent of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Orr.] 


Mr. McMULLIN. 1 ask the gentleman from 


| South Carolina, as well as the gentleman from 


California, if they will not consent to withdraw the 


' motion for only two or three minutes? 


Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


| McMc uy] will promise to renew the motion, 


so far as I am concerned, I will give the gentie- 
man from California permission to withdraw the 
motion, 


Mr. LATHAM. Having the permission of 


| the gentleman ‘rom South Carolina, I will now 
| yield the floor to the gentleman from Virginia. 


Mr. McMULLIN. [I think if the House will 


| examine the bill for a moment they will see the 
| importance of referring it to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 


Yesterday 
when I addressed the House, I remarked that ! 
was not prepared to say whether I should volt 
for or against the bill—that it was a new propost 
tion sprung upon the House for the first time. 


| Since that time, however, I have been looking 


somewhat into this question. 
If you pass this bill in its present shape, 
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when amended as indicated by the gentle- | of the Postmaster General in reference to this ques- 
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en. wen 2 and second time by its title as follows, referred to 
ys. man from Califorma, (Mr. Laruam,]} what will be | tion. Aregentleman prepared to say; is thegen- | the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
fi. ‘he practical effect upon the country? There are, | tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cuurcuw ELL} him- | Union, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
e js ae you have been informed by the gentlemanfrom | self prepared to say; 18S my colleague prepared to | and, with the report, ordered to be prifited: 
n is ( nia, three or four routes over which the say, that they understand this matter better than A bill authorizing Robert Graham to locate six 
or mail may be carried. Do you mean to say—do | the Postmaster General,a gentleman whohas been thousand nine hundred and ninety-three acres of 
the you mean that this Congress shall say—that you _ placed at the head of that Department, and Ww hose land in lieu of the one undivided half part of cer- 
Cm will so frame the bill as to compel the Postmaster whole tume and talent have been devoted toi? =| tain lands patented to John Edgar and John Mur- 
ven General to give this mail service into the hands of Mr. CHI RCH W ELL. 1 would inquire of | ray St. Clair by the Governor of the Northeastern 
any particular individual or company? the gentleman from Virginia how long that gentle- | Territory. 
the .- ~ i undertake to say, if you examine the practical | man has been Postmaster General ? Mr. PARKER. J desire the gentleman from 
ci F effect of this bill, that you will establish a monop- Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman knows as | Ohio to allow me to ask the unanimous consent of 
de. = oly in favor of the Tehuantepec route. And,sir, | well as 1 do; most of the time since the coming in | the House to introduce a report from the Com- 
tior ; it may cost this Government, annually, on that of the present Administrauon, I would ask the | mittee on the Judiciary upon a very important 
the S route, from $1,000,000 to $1,500,000 to carry the gentleman how long he has had charge of this | subject. 
rine > §=mail from New Orleans to the city of San Fran- | bill? Mr. EDGERTON. I will state to the House 
ne cieeo. Is the House prepared to confer authority Mr. CHURCHWELL. I have had charge of | that I am informed by the Clerk that the bills and 
ers. e i the Postmaster General to pay $1,500,000 for | it for about two years; ever since the vote which || reports which have lately been referred toa Com- 
© carrying the mail from any one point of thiscoun- was had upon increasing the compensation of the || mittee of the Whole House have not been printed. 
try io another ? Collins line of steamers. This is objection day, and if, as | understand is 
’ ” “Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish toask my Mr. McMULLIN. [I state, with all due defer- || the fact, there are no bills upon the Private Calen- 
ths. S colleague a question, if he will permit me to do so. | ence to the gentleman from Tennessee, that itis | dar which have been printed, except those which 
n of E Mr. McMULLIN. Certainly; 1 will yield for | to be presumed that the Postmaster General un- || were read the last objection day—about eight 
re- sg question to be asked. derstands the interests of the Government, in || cases—there can be no object in going into Com- 


Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I wish the House | its postal arrangements, as well, at least, as the || mittee of the Whole House. 


I will therefore 
to understand, and I wish my colleague [Mr. gentleman from Tennessee. Is this House, in || withdraw the motion. 


MeMe uty] to understand, that the object pro- || the face of the declarations of that letter; in the The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
Mm posed to be accomplished by this billis to liminish | face of the information given upon the call of the | ginia [Mr. McMutuiy] is entitled to the floor. 
the cost of transporting the mail between New | committee, that under the former bill it would Mr.RICHARDSON, There isa motion pend- 


Orleans and San Francisco, and to increase the || cost this Government upwards ‘of $2,000,000, | ing, made by myseif, to go into the Committee of 
revenue to the Post Office Department from that || prepared to pass this bill? the Whole on the state of the Union. 
service. I ask my colleague ifthe reason why the Mr. CHURCHWELL. With due deferenée to The SPEAKER. 


The gentleman had not the 
rural districts have been neglected—and | agree | the honorable gentleman from Virginia, and with 


right to take the floor from the gentleman from 











with him in the desire to improve post office fa- || all respect for the honorable the Postmaster Gen- | Virginia for that purpose. 
cilities in the rural districts—has not been on || eral, 1 would remind the gentleman that that offi- Mr. RICHARDSON. Is it competent for me 
this © = account of the absorption of the income from the cer is but a man, falliblelike ourselves, and justas | to arrest the debate for the purpose of moving to 
e of .: Post Office Department by these great lines? liable to err. Hence his opinion should be con- || go to the consideration of the business upon the 
sult Now, Mr. Speaker, if by the project of this | sidered and weighed well, even if it be yielded to. || Speaker’s table? 
this ) bill—and I believe in my soul such will be the | We are here a part of a codrdinate branch of the The SPEAKER. It is. 
tain result—the expenses of the transportation of the || Government, and have a right to determine for Mr. RICHARDSON. I move, then, that the 
ains mail be diminished, and the revenue of the Post |; ourselves upon all the facts connected with the || Flouse go to the business upon the Speaker's 
ill is Office Department be increased, Lask whether the | case. : table. 
mit- natural effect of it will not be that the rural post Mr. EDGERTON. Has the morning hour Mr. CULLOM. I hopethe House will go into 
ves. office business—to bea little facetious—will ‘‘smile | expired ? || the Committee of the Whole. 
: bill and blossom as the rose?”’ The SPEAKER. It has. Mr. RICHARDSON. I now submit the mo- 
}, for Mr. McMULLIN. I have no doubt that my Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman from Ohio | tion that the rules be suspended, and that the 
erly 4 colleague {Mr. Smiru] is of opinion that this bill || has not the floor to makea motion to go into com- ||. House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
: > will effect a reduction of the expenses of the Gov- | mittee, if that is his intention. || Whole on the state of the Union. 
O Tee ms ernment; but 1 tell him that the bill will not effect The SPEA KER. The morning hour having MARTHA WASHINGTON Cate. 
> the » the objects which it professes to secure. I would |, expired, it is in order to make a motion to go into oe 
Vir- ask the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr.Cuurcu- | the Committee of the Whole. Mr. PARKER. I now ask the indulgence of 
t the ") wett,} or the chairman of the Committee on the Mr. EDGERTON. 1 move that the House || the House to make a report from the Committee 
ther > Post Officeand Post Roads to have the letter of the || resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole | on the Judiciary upon a very important subject, 
» for > Postmaster General on this question read to the | on the Private Calendar. requiring our immediate action, and to which I 
eks, Z House. | understand it is in his possession. Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the rules || am very sure there will not be an objection when 
oads Mr. CHURCHWELL. And IL ask the gen- | be suspended, and that the House resolve itself | It 18 understood. It is in reference to the burning 
then | tleman from Virginia [Mr. McMutuy] to refer || into the Committee of the Whole on the state of of the steamboat Martha Washington. lask the 
i the ee to the Globe of yesterday, and he will see that || the Union; and | desire to ask if this is not objec- gentleman from Illinois to withdraw his motion 
rout the letter of the Postmaster General, to which he | tion day? for that purpose. 
0 re alludes, has been published at my request. The SPEAKER. It is objection day. Mr. RICHARDSON. I apprehend no with- 
rden a Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I send the Mr. EDGERTON. And for that very reason | drawal is necessary, if the gentleman has the in- 
now Pa Globe to the Clerk’s desk, and ask that the letter | We ought to go into the Committee of the Whole | dulgence of the House to make the motion. I 
from of the Postmaster General, published therein, be | Upon the Private Calendar. Thereare several bills | certainly shall not object. 
ation > read for the information of the House. upon the Calendar, the reports accompanying There being no objection, 
xe Mr. LATHAM. I ask also that the sixth | which can be read, and perhaps some of the bills || Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on the 
from ™ section of this bill be read at the same time. be passed. It isdue to those interested in private | Judiciary, introduced the following bill; which 
for a The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed to claims that we should once in a while go into | was read a first and second time by tts title: 
read the sixth section of the bill. Committee on the Private Calendar. A bill to defray the expenses growing out of the 
t the Mr. RISHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, is the Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire that the gen- || burning of the steamboat Martha Washingfon, 
Hina, morning hour expired ? | tleman from Ohio will withdraw his motion for a | Mr. LATHAM. I hope the House will in- ‘f 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour is not | moment, and allow me to make a report from the || dulge me in having the bill put upon its passage. 
from expired by three minutes. ‘ Committee on Private Lands Claims, by the unan- | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Jf it is in order, 
from ; The Clerk then proceeded to read the sixth | mous consent of the House, merely for the pur- || | move to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
w the section of the bill, and afterwards the letter of the | POS€ of reference. || Whole on the state of the Union. 1 understand 
= Postmaster General on the subject, as published || Mr. EDGERTON, I should be glad toaccom- || it makes an appropriation, and | think it should 
[Mr. = in the Globe. : modate the gentleman; but I will say to him that || go there. 
tion, a The sixth section of the bill is as follows: the Committee of Claims have a large number of Mr. PARKER. It does make an appropria- 
ntle- “ Sec.6. And be it further enacted, That if at any time claims which they are very anxious to reportat the || tion; but if the House will listen to me for a mo- 
y the during the existence of this contract, any other individuals earliest possible moment; and if any favoritism || ment, I think there will be no objection to paying 
or company shall establish a more speedy conveyance of | 18 to be shown to any committee, | think it should |! jt, without being considered in Committee of the 
n of = mate between New Orleans and San Francisco, and || be to ours. || Whole. This is a matter growing out of the 
now po Sis been ie eee enn ene come Mr. LANE. I will say to the gentleman that | burning of the steamboat Martha Washington, 
am months. then and in that ean 1¢ oha® be the duty of td I think of going home shortly, at least I shall || which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
will Postmaster General to transfer this contract to said individ- || probably be absent from the city, and I hope he || ciary yesterday. That committee held a special 
e the ieee whereupon the former company or indi- || will allow me to make the report. session this morning, to take the subject into con- 
of the or cheretaa ae a ave -r claim for damage, The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. Does | sideration; and they thought it of sufficient import- 
orday — nites the gentleman withdraw his motion? ance to warrant them in calling the attention of the 
hat | ant. CHURCHWELL. I desire to inform the || Mr. EDGERTON. No, sir, I will not with- |, House to it to-day. 
vote ae that this letter has reference to the original | draw the motion; but if no gentleman objects to It will be recoilected, because it is a matter, I 
posi- my and therefore it does not apply to the bill | the introduction of the report from the Committee || believe, of universal notoriety, that some two years 
time. nder consideration at the present time. on Private Land Claims, | will not. ago thissteamboat was burned on the lower Missis- 
oking Mr. McMULLIN. I flatter myself, Mr. Speaker, There being no objection sippi, under circumstances which satisfy the public 
that I need not further trespass upon the timeof | Mr. LANE, from the Committee on Private || mind, I think, that there was not only connected 


re, OF ‘he House, after they have heard read the letter |) Land Claims, reported a bill; which was read a first || with that matter one of the most stupendous frauda 
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ever known in this country, but over and above 
that, the high crimes of arson and murder; for no 
lees than sixteen persons lost their lives in the 
conflagration. The country has been at immense 
pains during these two years, for the purpose of 
bringing these offenders to justice. Facts have 
transpired recently to satisfy the Judiciary Com- 
mittee that nine individuals now incarcerated at 
Helena 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The rules of the House require that 
a bill making an appropriation must have its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole. I 
myself cannot see how this Government has any- 
thing to do with the crime of burning that steam- 
boat, or the payment of the judicial expenses in 
rosecuting the criminals. 

Mr. PARKER. I will explain to my friend 
from Tennessee, and am satisfied that he will 
raise no objection, if he understands the matter. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Indiana shal! pro- 
ceed f 

‘There was no objection. 

Mr. PARKER. Some four or five of the per- 
sons who were supposed to be implicated— in fact, 
there is no doubt about their implication in that 
great crime—were arrested under a law of the 
United States making a conspiracy under such cir- 
cumstances highly criminal. ‘They were tried in 


the courts of the United States in the State of 


Ohio. For the wantof testimony, which has quite 
recently come to light, those individuals were ac- 
quitted. ‘They have since been arrested under the 
requisition of the Governor of Arkansas, and some 
nine of them, whom the committee deem unques- 
tionably guilty, are in jail at Helena, in the State 
of Arkansas. The preliminary examination comes 
on in ten days from this date, on the 17th of this 
month; and it is a matter deemed of immense im- 
portance to the country that those persons should 
be vigilantly and thoroughly prosecuted. As I 
suid before, murder and arson, as well as a most 


stupendous fraud, are involved in this matter; and | 


it is deemed unsafe to leave this thing in the atti- 
tude in which it now stands, to be prosecuted by 
a weak county—the county of Philips in the State 
of Arkansas—without some aid. if is the object 
of the bill to afford that aid, and make some re- 


guital for those who have expended their own | 


means in the arrest of these individuals, under the 
gg renee of the Governor of Arkansas. 


imagine, Mr. Speaker, that I have said enough. | 


I do not wish to detain the House further. This 
matter is one of universal notoriety, and one which 
has attracted the attention of every member on 
this floor. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- 


tleman allow me to say a word? 

Mr. PARKER. Certainly. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 will simply reply to the 
remark or objection of my colleague over the way, 
that the bill reported provides that no part of this 


money shall be expended towards a prosecution | 


in State courts, unless the Secretary shall be satis- 
fied that the crime and the circumstances of its 
perpetration involve also a violation of the laws of 


the United States, in order to meet the scruples of | 


some gentlemen who have a difficulty in reference 
to such application of the public fund. 


I will remark further, which my friend from 


Indiana seems to have omitted in his statement, 
that this band of confederates extends from the 


city of New York, through all the eastern and | 
western States, as far as New Orleans; and that 
it has been necessary to send to almost every | 


State of the Union, or at least numbers of them, 
in order to arrest these criminals. And there is 


an equal necessity to send to those different States 


for the purpose of getting the witnesses. 


Now, when it is remembered that this crime was 
conceived in the city of Cincinnati, persons having | 
confederated for the purpose of effecting large in- | 

a on board of this steam- | 


surance on fictitious artic 
boat, purporting to be packed in boxes which 
contained nothing but trumpery, and when this 
boat was fired in the State of Arkansas, on her 


passage down the river, while incidentally or ac- | 
cidentally passing through the jurisdiction of that | 


State, it is very clear, as the Secretary of State 
says, that the local interests of Arkansas, and espe- 


cially of the county of Philips, in this crime, bears | 


no comparison to the general interests of the whole 





ders to justice; and it was upon this view that the 
Committee on the Judiciary thought themselves 
justified in reporting this bill, under the urgent 
circumstances of the case. 

* Now, the county of Philips, on the Mississippi 
river, is comparatively a poorcounty—rich inlands, 
but sparsely populated; and this prosecution will 
require an expenditure of thousands of dollars for 
the purpose of effecting justice. And what inter- 
est have the people of Philips county,in Arkan- 
sas, in bringing these parties to justice? Whatin- 
terest have they in imposing upon themselves the 
heavy burden of taxation which will be necessary 
to meet the expenses of the prosecution? Sir, they 
have no interest in it. 

This crime was committed on the bosom of the 
Mississippi river, which is agreat highway of the 
nation, connecting together a number of the States 
of the Union, and, therefore, entitled to be called, 
in the language of Mr. Calhoun, ‘‘an inland sea.”’ 
If this crime had been committed on any of the 
tide waters of the country, it would have been 
within the jurisdiction of the courts of the United 
States; but as the Mississippi river is not affected 
by the tides of the Gulf, it is not within the juris- 
diction of the courts of the United States. 

Mr. PARKER. Ido not think it necessary to 
add anything to what has already been said. Il 


hope the gentleman from Tennessee will withdraw | 


his motion, and allow the bill to pass. 
Mr. JONES. Ihave heard no reason which, 


I think, should satisfy any one that this is a case | 


to which the United States should be a party, or 


of which the United States should be made to pay 


the expenses. 
If this Government is to be made to take juris- 


diction of all offenses that are to be committed | 


upon therivers of the country, and upon the steam- 


ers and other crafts upon the waters of the country, | 


it will in a short time extend itself to all the rail- 


roads of the country. Are not the railroads at 


sm as much highways of the country as the | 


Lississippiriveris? Sir, this Government would 
be absorbing, in my opinion, the domestic con- 
cerns of the States—things which legitimately and 
of themselves belong to the States, and not to this 
Government. The tendency of things is too much 


to centralization—to the absorption of everything | 


which pertains to the States within the power and 
jurisdiction of the General Government. 
I do not know what are the particular laws of 


| the State of Arkansas. The county of Philips 
| may be poor; but I do not suppose that, because 
| this offense has to be prosecuted in that county, 
| because it is there that these persons are to be 


tried, necessarily, or under the laws of that State, 


| the county of Philips must pay the expenses of 


the prosecution. In the State in which I live, the 
county furnishes the jury, but all the other ex- 


| penses, for witnesses, attorney’s fees, and every- 
| thing, save the per diem of the jurors, are paid by | 
| the State, in all cases of felony. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 have myself 


practiced in the State of Arkansas, and I learn 


| this morning from one of the Senators from that 
| State, who, | khow very well, is an extensive 
| practitioner in that State, that the expense of this 


prosecution must be paid by the county of Philips. 


| And even if it did come from the treasury of the | 


State, the State of Arkansas has just as little in- 


terest in this matter as the State of Massachusetts. | 


Mr. PARKER. If the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] will allow me, I will makea 


suggestion which I think will relieve him from | 
difficulty. It isa mere matter of form, at most, | 


that this case is now in the State court. Although 


| there are some four or five of these individuals 
| who have been arrested for conspiracy under the 


laws of the United States, there are some four or 
five others who have never been arrested and 
tried; and it would be the duty of the General 
Government, in my estimation, to say that those 
men held in custody should not go at large until 
they are indicted for the crime for which they 


|| stand committed against the United States. For 


that reason alone, if there were no other merits 
in the case, I think that the bill ought to be 
passed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is but one 


reason, in my opinion, for coming with this case | 
here at all; and that is, that the United States have 
a full Treasury, and are able to pay this expense, 
Psts and that these people may get the expenses of this 
people of the United States, in bringing the offen- || prosecution out of the National Treasury. Where || 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


are the owners of thissteamboat? Where are, 

individuals who suffered by this crime? Wher. 
are all the interests—the steamboat interests : 
are involved in a crime of this character, comp, 
ted upon these western waters? Those interes, 
are certainly adequate and able to meet, to defray 
the expenses of this case. It would, at any rate 
be establishing a dangerous precedent, for thi, 
Government to take the jurisdiction of, and defray 
the expenses of, crimes and misdemeanors eae. 
mitted within the jurisdiction of a State. [ jngie 
upon the enforcement of the rule which requires 
that bills of this character should go to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 

The SPEAKER, Objection being made by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, the bill must ¢, 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of |) 
Union. 

Mr. PARKER. If the House will indulge me 
I will move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unio, 
for the purpose of taking up and considering thi, 
bill. : 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done, as the 
House can only resolve itself into the Committe 
of the Whole on the state of the Union upon a 
particular subject. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to make a suecvestioy 
to the House in relation to this bill. I have no 
expectation that the House will pause in its eyi. 
dent intention to take means for —- this bill, 
It strikes me that this is a very objectionable pro 
ceeding indeed. What is it? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand the regular 
order of business. “e 

Mr. PARKER. Is my motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not competent for the 
House to determine that it will resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union upon that particular bill. Itcan only go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union generally. 

Mr. PARKER. I hope that the bill will be re 
committed to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
to commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, which must be first 
put. 

The question was put; and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Does not the bill go,asa 
matter of course, to the Committee of the Whole, 
containing, as it does, an appropriation of money’ 

Mr. PARKER. I withdraw the motion! made 
that the bill be.referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and will allow the bill to go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. If no objection is made, the 
bill will beso referred, and printed. The question 
now pending is, that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


RELIEF OF HARRIET LEAVENWORTH. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bill; which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker: 

Act for the relief of Harriet Leavenworth ,widow 
of the late Brevet Brigadier General Leavenworth. 

The House then agreed to the motion to go into 
committee. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


s—thar 


ig 


(Mr. Orr in the chair.) 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thecommittee, at its !ast 
sitting, had under consideration the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill, on which the gentlema! 
from Missouri (Mr. Caruruers] is entitled to 
floor. 

NEBRASKA AND KANSAS. 
Mr. CARUTHERS said that he did not pr 


| pose to dwell on the necessity for organizing ‘er 


ritorial governments for Nebraska and Kans. 
He would content himself with remarking that ‘he 
last House of Representatives, in obedience 
the known wishes of the people, passed a bill fot 
this purpose. - 
The resistance to the proposed organizatio® 
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« founded on two grounds. The one, that it 
ves our treaty stipulations with the Indian 
and involves the violation of good faith 
arty obligation by repealing the eighth sec- 


Vv 


of the act of March 6, 1820. So far as the 
jection goes, the Indian rights are well pro- 


ie proposed to came to the immediate consider- 
ation of the high question of honor and good faith 
-»volyed in this bill. The question, he said, over- 
rides all party considerations. It is true it is pre- 
ented as an Administration measure, and itis true 

the was here as a Whig; but he was not here 

ppose any Administration measure because it 
is thus brought forward. He was here to follow 
to the end the dictates of his own judgment. He 
believed that the Administration has, on this sub- 
‘ect. taken high national ground, and planted itself 
on the great American principle of self-govern- 
ment—which is not involved in any mere party 
issues—the right of the people to determine for 
themselves the character of their domestic institu- 
tions. He held to the doctrine of congressional 
yon-intervention. 

As to the sacredness of the Missouri compact, 
the North violated it in less than twelve months 


from the time of its passage. That measure was 


cradled ina tempest, and has been true to its origin; || 


for, from that day to 1850, the Abolitionists have 
from year to year become stronger from the slavery 
excitement. Ele contended that we shall never 
have peace until@he subject is expelled from these 
Halls. LExpel it, and the occupation of the agita- 
tors will be gone. 

In conclusion, he eloquently spoke of the North 
and the South, of their past glories, and their pres- 
ent obligations jointly to uphold the Constitution 
of the country. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, said that he did 
not propose, in discussing the Nebraska-Kansas 
bill, to submit any remarks in reference to the 
Badger amendment. He should pass it by asa 
matier of no practical importance. It was suffi- 
cient for him that this bill, with or without that 
amendment, opened all our unorganized territory 
to slavery; and this, too, in derogation of a com- 
pact solemnly entered into, the intention of which, 
from the very nature of things, must have been to 
consecrate to freedom this vast territory, so long 
as the State of Missouri should exist; for one 
part of the compromise was to have been as 
durable as the other. 

He then replied to the argument that the Mis- 
sourl compromise was unconstitutional, and con- 
tended that not only had Congress, under the Con- 
stitution, the power to enact it, but that it was 
now its duty to maintain it. 

He repudiated the idea that the bill contained 
the principle of non-intervention, and cited its pro- 
visions to prove that it did intervene. 

| These speeches will be found in the Appendix.]} 

Mr. MACDONALD obtained the floor. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I ask the gentleman to give 
way for a motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I will yield for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I then submit that motion. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the bill com- 
monly known as the civil and diplomatic bill, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

(A message was here received from the President 
of the United States, by the hands of Sipney Wes- 
stER, Esq., his Private Secretary, informing the 
House that the President had signed the bill au- 
thorizing the construction of six first-class steam 
frigates, and for other purposes. } 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to ask the consent of 
the House that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have leave to correct a clerical error in the 
report made by us on yesterday. 

No objection being made, leave was granted. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I move that when this House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for a divis- 
ion on the question, for tellers, and for the yeas 
and nays. {Laughter.} 


_ Tellers were not ordered, only fourteen voting 
in the affirmative. 


| 

Mr. JONES. Now I demand the yeas and 
nays. Ifthe yeas and nays be refused, l ask a 
division of the House on the queston. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was put on the motion to adjourn 
over until Monday; and on a division, there 
were—ayes 93, noes 20; no quorum. 

Mr. JONES. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I 
tellers on the question. 

The SPEAKER. Tellers and yeas and nays 
have been both refused. 

Mr. STANTON. I had understood that only 

| tellers on the yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. JONES. No, sir. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Delaware 
withdraws his motion, | will renew it, and we can 
then have another test of the sense of the House. 
| Mr. RIDDLE, I withdraw the motion to ad- 


demand 


|| journ over 


| Mr. ORR. I renew it. 

| Mr.JONES. And | ask for the yeas and nays. 
[Laughter. } 

| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vai and 
CamPBELL were appointed. 

The question was then put; and the tellers re- 

| ported—ayes 103, noes 15. 
So the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HAVEN. This morning a bill “ for the 
relief of the West Feliciana Railroad Company, 
and the Georgia Railroad and Banking Company,”’ 
| was referred to the Committee of Claims, | believe, 
| at the suggestion of the Chair. Since that refer- 
| ence was made, some papers have been placed in 
my hands, from which I learn that the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr.Srernens,] who is absent from 
his seat, but is expected to be back in a few days, 
has charge of the matter, and wishes to give ita 
particular direction. 

| sider the vote by which that bill was so referred, 
and [ ask that the motion to reconsider may be 
entered, and lie over until the return of the gentle- 
man from Georgia. 

The motion to reconsider was accordingly en- 
tered for future consideration. 

Mr. BISSELL. I think it would be well to 
refer the Senate bills upon the Speaker’s table, as 
they are rapidly accumulating. I therefore move 

| that the House proceed to the business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It took sometime 
to count a quorum just now on the motion to ad- 
journ over; and it is evident that there is not a 
working quorum here. I therefore move that the 

House do now adjourn. 

The question was put; and the motion was 

| agreed to. 

And thereupon (at half-past three o’clock, p. 

/m., the House adjourned until Monday, at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
| Monpay, -4pril 10, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivevren. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


| PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. EVERETT presented resolutions passed 


ata meeting of the legal voters of the town of 


I therefore move to recon- | 


Medfield, Massachusetts, protesting against the | 


| passage of the Nebraska bill; which were ordered | 


to lie on the table. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of inhab- | 


|itants of Gardner, Massachusetts, praying a re- | 


duction of the rates of ocean postage to two cents; | 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FOOT presented a resolution, passed at a 

| meeting of citizens of Randolph, Vermont, re- 


monstrating against the passage of any act for the | 


admission of slavery north of 36° 30’; which was 
| ordered to lie on the table. id 
Mr. SMITH presented a memorial of citizens 


| of Colchester and its vicinity; Connecticut, pray- | 
ing the enactment of such laws as will best secure | 
the principles of religious freedom, and especially | 


for the protection of American citizens in the 


enjoyment of the rights of conscience and of reli- | 


gious worship, as well as the right to bury their 
(| dead in such way as may seem to them most 
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appropriate, when residing or traveling in foreign 
uids; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Syracuse, New York, praying Congress 
to reduce the charge for the transit of letters across 
the Adantic to two cents for every letter weighing 
not more than half an ounce; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chemung county, 
New York, praying that the homestead bill may 
become a law; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a petition of members of the Mechanics’ 
Mutual Protection Society, of Elmira, Chemung 
county, New York, praying that the homestead 
bill may become a law; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Also,a petition of citizens of Warwick, Orange 


| county, New York, praying Congress to grant 


that the children of such revolutionary officers 
and soldiers as were slain in battle, or died in said 
service, (whose widows died previously to the act 
being passed granting pensions to officers and sol- 


| diers of the Revolution,) may receive the pengions 





their mothers would have received had they lived 
until the act was passed; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the following petitions, remonstrances, 
&c., against the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise, and the introduction of slavery into the Ter- 
ritories; which were ordered to lie on the table: 

Petitions of citizens of Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan; 

Of inhabitants of Burton, New York; 

Of inhabitants of Haverstraw, New York; 

Of inhabitants of Washington county, New 
York; and 

Of citizens of Niagara county, New York; 

Protest of C. J. Walker and one thousand six 
hundred and seventy-two others, citizens of De- 
troit, Michigan; 

Memorial of resident preachers of the gospel, of 
Rochester, New York; 

Remonstrance of the church and congregation 
of the First Congregational Church, in Lebanon, 
New York; 

Memorial of Bernhard Behrend, of Narrows- 
burg, New York; and 

Memorial of male and female residents of New 
Hampshire. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of New York, 
praying that measures may be taken to secure 
religious liberty to American citizens residing or 


| traveling in foreign countries; which were referred 


to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of New York, 
praying that a contract may be entered into with 
Christian Hansen for the transportation of the 
mails between Brooklyn, New York, and certain 
ports in Europe; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of Connecticut, protesting against the pas- 
sage of the Nebraska bill; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of New Britain, 
Connecticut, praying a reduction of the rates of 
ocean postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of John Lovett and sixty- 
nine others, citizens of Winchester, Connecticut, 
praying for the free grant of the public lands to 
euik actual settlers as are landless; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of 8S. T. Van 
Derze, an officer of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment in the war of 1812, praying an amendment 
of the bounty land and pension laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of E. H. 
Wingfield, praying compensation for expenses 
incurred while acting as agent to the Apache In- 
dians; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. RUSK presented an additional document 
in relation to the claim of J. M. Smith for remu- 
neration for losses incurred in a contract for car- 
rying certain mails in Texas; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented documents tn re- 
lation to the claim of Andrew Taylor and Henry 
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Smith, for compensation for a certain tract of land 
at Sitico, Old Town, Tennessee, sold by the Legis- 
lature of that State, under misrepresentations made 
to them: which were referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the Ohio Falls Marine Railroad Company, 
praying the nid of the United States in the con- 
struction of a marine railway for the transporta- 
tion of steamboats around the Falla of the Ohio, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed, 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a bill to authorize the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company to extend their railroad toa 
soint_ on the Potomac river,at or near the city of 

Vashington, 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introducea bill 
to amend an act entitled **An act to provide com- 
yengation td such persons as may be designated 
& the Secretary of the Treasury to keep and re- 
ceive the public money, under the fifteenth section 
of the act of 6th August, 1846, for the additional 
services required under that act,’’ approved March 
9, 1853; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT DETROIT. 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 


which was considered !:y unanimous consent, and | 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropri 
ation for the construction of a custom louse, and also an 
approprintion for the construction of a marine hospital, at 
Detrow, in the State of Michigan. 


MAILS IN UPPER PENINSULA OF MICHIGAN. 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


increasing the mail facilities in the Upper Peninsula of the 
State of Michigan. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF HON. D. D. BARNARD. 

Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Presidentofthe United States be re 
quested lo communicate to the Senate, if notin his opinion 
incompanble with the public interest, copies of the corre 
spondence of Mr. Barnard, late Minister of the United 
States in Prussia, with the United States consul at Bre- 
men, and of that consul with the Government of Bremen, 
relative to the ease of Mr. Conrad Schmidt, a naturalized 
citizen of the United States, arrested at Bremen, and de- 
tained there upon a requisition from the Government of 
Hanover, claiming Schmidt as a subject of that kingdom. 

Also, a copy ofa letter addressed by Mr. Barnard, while 
Minister of the United States at Berlin, to his Majesty the 
King of Prussia, in October, 1852, on the subject of reli 
gious tolerauon, and of a dispatch addressed by Mr. Barnard 
to the Department of State, in reference thereto. 

Also, copies of the correspondence of the Legation of the 
United States at Berlin, with the Minister of the Grand 
Duke of Baden, at Berlin, in regard to the arrest and mal 
treatmentot E. T. Dana, W. B. Dwight, and Dr. Ramsey, 
citizens of the United States, at Heidelberg, in the Grand 
Duchy of Baden. — 

NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


Mr. BADGER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to allow.me to introduce a bill, and 
have it passed now, of which no notice has been 
given; and | am sure that, when [| state what it 
is, there will be no objection. We passed an act 
in the year 1850, authorizing notaries public to 
take and certify affidavits in certain cases. By a 
second section of the bill, put to it, it was extended 
and included the District of Columbia. In some 
wey or other in the engrossment of the bill, the 
District of Columbia was left out. The object of 
the bill which | wish to introduce, is simply to 
extend the provisions of that act to the District of 
Columbia. It was an oversight by which it was 
left out in the engrossment of that bill. 1 now 
ask leave of the Senate to enable me to introduce 
a bill supplementary to the act entitled, ** An act 
to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgments in cer- 
tain cases.”’ 

Leave was granted, and the bill was read a 
first and second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


It proposes to enact that all the powers and | country presents no instance of a measure of 


authority conferred in and by the act referred to, 
approved September 16, 1850, upon notaries pub- 
lic, in the States and Territories, be vested in no- 
taries public within the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHASE. When this bill was before the 
Senate on a former occasion, an amendment was 
made to it authorizing notaries public throughout 
the country to take depositions to be used tn the 
courts of the United States. I should be glad to 
have thatamendment made to this bill, and I hope 
it will be passed over for the purpose of making 
it. 

Mr.BADGER. Letitlie over until to-morrow. 

Mr. CHASE. I move to postpone its further 
consideration until to-morrow. 

‘The motion was egreed to. 


WILLIAM B. EDWARDS. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. | move to reconsider the 
vote by which the Senate on Friday last passed 
House bill for the relief of William B. Edwards, 
for the purpose of making an amendment which 
oucht to have been made but was overlooked. 

The motion was agreed to; and the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to a third reading was 
also reconsidered. 

Mr. JONES, of Towa. I move to amend by 
striking out ** four’? 


hundred and fifty-four.’’ It was put in by a cler- 
ical mistake, in the engrossment of the bill. ‘The 
pension will then commence in ‘eighteen hun- | 
dred and fifty.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill was read a third time, and passed. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate proceed | 
I 

to the consideration of the bill reported from the | 

select committee ** for the construction of a railroad | 


from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific 
9° 
ocean. 


Mr. BADGER. I had proposed to ask the Sen- | 


ate to take up, this morning, the bill which I indi- 
cated on last Friday; but lam notatall! disposed to 


interfere with the Senator from California, who, I | 
know, is so situated as to make it highly import- | 
ant to him to be able to do to-day what he pro- | 


poses to do. I shall, therefore, give way to him 


very cheerfully; but, as I am under the necessity | 


of leaving town, I hope the Senate will oblige me 


to-morrow, by taking up that bill in the morning | 


hour. 


Mr. EVANS. The bill to provide for the | 
claims of the officers of the Revolutionary Army | 


was made the special order for to-day. I have no 
disposition to interfere with other gentlemen, but | 
am afraid that if that bill is pushed out of its place 
now, | shall have some difficulty in getting it up 


again. I should prefer to have it considered now, 


and [ do not think it will occupy half an hour. I 
say to the gentleman from California, however, 
that if it is likely to lead to debate, | will move 
myself for its continuance, so as to enable him to 
go on with his speech; but if we could dispose of 
that bill this morning, it would be very desirable 
to do so. ; 


Mr. GWIN. Ido not wish to intrude on the 
Senator from South Carolina, but I should be | 


much obliged to him if he would permit me to 


occupy some time this morning in giving my views | 


on the subject of the Pacific railroad. I shall be 
necessarily away from the city in a day or two; 
at least I shall be called out of my place in the 


Senate. I willcertainly aid the Senator in getting | 


up his bill at any reasonable time. 


Mr. MASON. The Senate are aware of the | 
| necessity, on my part, as I conceive, to ask them 
to proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- | 


ness in preference to any other. The Senator 
from California, however, spoke to methis morn- 
ing, and for considerations which I fully appre- 
ciate, personal to himself, asked that he might 
have the opportunity of being heard upon his 
favorite railroad scheme for a short time, and I told 
him that he should certainly have my consent, 
with the assent of the Senate that after that was 
done I should move for an Executive session. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill for the construction of a railroad 
from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific 
ocean. 


Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, the history of the 


from the words * eighteen | 





E : : great 
national importance in which there has been eal 


unanimity of public sentiment in its favor as the 
project of connecting the Atlantic and Peis. 
by means of Railway. We are left in no doy, 
as to the judgment of the American people on 4) 
subject. The agricultural, commercial, mechs, 
ical, and manufacturing interests; our statesy,., 
who held, and who now hold high places jn»), 
councils of the nation; our Citizens in primary pe. 
semblies, and Legislatures of Sovereign Sia:,, 
have declared in its favor, and the Press, jn jy 
power, in terms not to be misunderstood, },, 
echoed and reéchoed public opinion in its sup, F 
from one end of the Union tothe other. Yetnoys. 
ing definite, thus far, has been done, althouzh ap. 
peals have again and again been made to the Coo. 
gress of the United States to take the initiative 
in this great measure. Upon what pleacan wee» 
before the tribunal of public opinion, and exryse 
ourselves for longer delay! With an overflowins 
Treasury, whose annual accumulations are ; 
source of embarrassment, reversing the experienc, 
of all other nations, and happy in the quiet, yey 
progressive development of the arts of peace, wit). 
out a speck of war threatening our horizon, wig; 
time more propitious than the present for us to ge, 
in this matter, so earnestly pressed upon us by 
public sentiment, and which the Chief Magistruie 
has so distinctly recommended in his annual mes. 
sage to Congress? 

Ask me ‘‘for anything but ligge,”’ said the crea: 
Napoleon, * and you shall have. ”? Is there any 
Senator, friendly to this measure, who is insengi. 
ble to the importance of immediate legislation jp 
regard to it? Individuals, for a few fleeting years, 
perform their part, and, one after another, soo: 
pass off the theater of human affairs. Their use. 
fulness in the role of life is then seen in the wis. 
dom of their policy, of which posterity will best 
judge. The necessity for this work, in a thousand 
forms, crowds upon the mind as we survey our 
present condition, our capacities, our wants. The 
enriching power of trade, foreign and domestic, 
and the prospect of our advance in greatness, are 
the inducements to begin it now. The results no 
one, at this time, can properly estimate. 

The Select Committee charged with this subject 
have given it that careful examination which its 
importance demands, and have instructed me, as 
Chairman, to report the bill now under consider- 
ation. To secure prompt, cordial, and, if possible, 
unanimity of action, we have endeavored carefully 
to exclude everything that might give rise to con- 
stitutional doubt or objection, or tend in any man- 
ner to create local or sectioiial prejudices. 

It proposes a grant of land by the Government 
similar to that repeatedly conceded from the days 
of President Monroe,—thirty years ago,—down, 
through every successive Administration, to the 
present period, with a reasonable compensation for 
carrying the United States mails. It establishes 
no eastern terminus. It gives no preference to any 
State in the great valley of the Mississippi—no 
advantage to any particular locality, except tha! 
given by nature herself; and assigns the contract, 
on ample security, to the best bidder, after full and 
fair competition. The means are no more than 
adequate to secure the result, and not a dollar is 
to be paid from the National Treasury except ‘or 
service performed. By this bill the mail will be 
carried daily, both ways, in less than a weck, frow 


a 


| our Atlantic and Pacific borders, for little mort 


than it now costs for a semi-monthly mail, occt 
pying near four weeks in the transit. Without 
the road, the lands are valueless; but with it the 
alternate sections will bring millions of dollars 100 
the Treasury, whilst an enterprising and indus 
trious population will settle, cultivate, and rapid'y 
fill up the country on either side of the route {rom 
the Mississippi to the Pacific, 

Is it not our clear constitutional right to com 


struct this great highway through the territory © 


the United States? Could language be more & 
plicit than the delegation of authority in the fourth 
article of the Constitution, for Congress “ to dis- 
pose of, and make all needful rules and regulation’ 
respecting the territory of the United States; 
coupled with the power given in the first artic 
‘* to establish post offices and post roads;”” saying 
nothing of those powers naturally flowing ov! ® 
that instrument to carry out its great purpose 
|The POSTALSYSTEM was stipulated for, ev" 
| under the Confederation. In the ninth artic 
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Congress had the exclusive right of “ establishing 
i regulating post offices from one State to another 
; uchout the United States, and exacting such 
ve on the papers passing through the same 
nay be requisite to defray the expenses of the 
i ofice.2? When the original draft of the Con- 
n was prepared, it only proposed to give 
noress ** the power to establish post offices,’’ 
t was subsequently amended by adding * and 
rouds:’? in which form it was adopted with- 


thr 


t ¢ osiion 
T Hy Federalist, in an article prepared by Mr. 
Madison, in discussing the provisions of the pro- 
i new form of Government, declared that 
the power of establishing post roads must, in 
every view, be a harmless power; and may, per- 
<«, by judicious management, become produc- 
fvreat public convenience. Nothing which 
ty facilitate the intercourse between the 
Sates can be deemed unworthy of the public 


ye ¢ 


” 
ear 


‘The Articles of Confederation had been projected 
hefore the date of our act of independence. On 
the ][th of June, 1776, the revolutionary Congress 
resolved that ‘*a committee be appointed to prepare 

ligest the form of a confederation to be entered 
into between the Colonies.”’ Their ratification, 
however, did not begin until 1778, and was not con- 
eummated until Ist March, 1781. From this period 
until the year 1789, when, on the 4th of March, the 
First Congress met under the new Constitution, 
the power given in respect to the postal system 
resulted in the establishment of seventy-five post 
offices, with a total extent of mail route of 1,875 
, ata cost for mail transportation of $22,081. 
[he efficacy of the new and enlarged delegation of 
power in the Constitution appears in the fact that, | 
in the ten years immediately preceding the begin- | 
ning of the present century, a litule over the period 
in which the postal system had existed under the 
Confederation, the number of post offices in the 
Union rose to 903, with an extent of post route of 
2) 817 miles,at a cost of mail transportation of 
g128.644. The succeeding ten years it increased to 
2 300 post offices, with 36,406 miles of post route, 
ata cost for mail service of $327,966. From that 
period tt has been steadily advancing, until, in the 
yeur 1852, there were 20,901 post offices, 214,284 
miles of post route, at a cost for mail transit of 
$4,225,311. For the past year, (1853,) we have 
22,788 post offices, 218,743 miles of post route, 
and $4,989,758 paid by the people for organizing, 
enlarging, and perfecting this mighty system, 
which, like the nerves of the human body, is de- 
signed to be extended over every part of our 
country, carrying intelligence from the center to 
the extremities of the Republic. Is it not uni- 
versally admitted that intelligence is the vital prin- 
cip'e of popular institutions, the current of life that 
is (0 sustain them, and renew, in its regular flow, 
their health and power? 

Is not the authority which the Constitution con- 
fers for promoting the arts and sciences, and the 
policy established by the founders of this Govern- 
mentin setting apart a portion of our public domain 
to the cause of education, an evidence of the im- 
portance they attach to the dissemination of knowl- 
ecge as the mainspring of progress? 

he prompt, speedy communication of intelli- | 
gence is the great desideratum of the age. We 
seek it, like the diffusive light of day, as an ele- | 
ment, not merely of social enjoyment, of mental 
improvement, but of industrial prosperity. 

. The telegraphic wires now stretching over the 
Union, the British Isles, upon the continent of 
Europe, even reaching Asia and Northern Africa, 
passing over rivers, and under inland seas, and the 
mi'itons that are paid for the service, confirm the 
truth here asserted. 

I'he post horse and country road have yielded 
to the post coach and turnpike; these to the rail- 
wey and steam-engine; whilst, in speed of trans- 
mission, the Electric power has passed the summit 
of human expectation, by its triumphn over time 
énd space. Upon what ground can we withhold 
from California direct means of intercommunica- 
on tes to those possessed by her sister States 
_ 6 Atlantic, when the Constitution declares in 
dee her article, that “the citizens of each State 

€ entitled to all privileges and immunities | 
of the several States?” 
"wiew of this constitutional obligation, will 


you not extend to h ici 
; ) er a participation in that | 
wonderful e P 


mies 
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course with her sister States which othera enjoy 
without stint or limitation? Will you leave us, 
separated and disconnected from you by half a 
hemjsphere, and compel us to seek our ancient 
homes, and mingle with you only by encountering 
the privations of an overland journey through an 
Indian country, orthe dangers of the sea in coming 
around the western and eastern slopes of the North 
American continent through foreign territory; or 
in pursuing, for seventeen thousand 
watery track around Cape Horn? 

considered this subject as part of a 

POSTAL SYSTEM, esteemed by every en- 
lightened nation so important to its prosperity, 
and in which we seek a fair participation. It has 
been operating tn the political transitions of the 
country, from the Revolution to the present time; 
and the people of California ask to have extended 
to them its full benefits, not as a favor, but as a 
constitutional right. We ask the exercise of 
no disputed power, such as the construction of 
a road by the United States Government through 
the limits of a Sovereign Strate. We leave 
the extension of the road through California 
to the State herself, and in addition to compen- 
sation for carrying the United. States mails, ap- 
propriate public land, in limited quantities, and 
with specified restrictions, in accordance with le- 
gislative precedents, well established for nearly 
a third of a century. 4t is, in fact, only neces- 
sary to consult our statute-books for the last three 
years, to see the unqualified manner in which this 
congressional power has been exercised. | refer 
more especially to the act of Congress, approved 
September, 1850, to grant ‘* the right of way, anv 
MAKING a grant of land to the States of ILLinois, 
Mississippi, and ALABAMA, in aid of the construc- 
tion of a railroad from Chicago to Mobile.”’ Also, 
that of June 10, 1852, ‘* granting the right of way 
to the State of Missouri, and a FORTION OF THE 
PUBLIC lands to aid. in the construction of certain 
railroads in said State;”’ followed by a general act, 
approved August 10, 1552, granting ** the right of 
way to all rail and plank roads and macadamized 
turnpikes through the public lands belonging to the 
United States.”” And the act, approved February 
9, 1853, ** granting the right of way, and making 
a grant of land to the States of Arkansas and Mis- 
souri, to gid in the construction of a railroad from 
a point on the Mississippi, opposite the mouth of 
the Ohioriver, via Little Rock, to the Texas bound- 
ary, neat Fulton, in Arkansas, with branches to 
Fort Smith and the Mississippi river.” 

Upon these precedents, and numerous grants of 
public land to other States of the Union, which, 
unlike California, have been fostered, nurtured, 
and sustained by the National Treasury from ter- 
ritorial infancy up to their political majority, and 
have since received the benefits of large con- 
cessions of the richest agricultural lands, we ask 
of Congress, and have a right to ask, upon the 
terms of even-handed justice, that our far-off State, 
exiled by a continent of territorial space, shall 
be placed upon an equal footing with other St..tes 
of the Union; and who, in justice, can stand up 
here and deny us? The bill, it is true, pro- 
poses an increase in the number of alternate sec- 
tions, but not greater in proportion than what is 
believed to be reasonable, when we consider the 
low cost of materials and labor, at the great centers 
and thoroughfares of trade on and near the Missis- 
sippi, in contrast with the enormous prices which 
they command with us, and the expense of trans- 
porting equipments to the other side of the conti- 
nent. 

These considerations so fully justify the pro- 
posed increase in the quanity of land as to render 
argument or comment almost unnecessary. It 
seems, in fact, indispensable, in a relative point of 
view, if we intend to place California on equal 
terms with her sister land States, who have been so 
liberally dealt with by Congress. 

In thus leaving the State of California to con- 
struct the extension of the Pacific railway through 
her limite, we avoid infringement of State sover- 
eignty or any constitutional difficulties. The diver- 
sity and essential difference of views held on this 
subject by distinguished statesmen had not escaped 
attention, but were deliberately considered in 
framing the bill before you. 


CONSTITUTIONAL POWER. 
We find the opinion has been advanced with 
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System of inland transit and inter- | great ability, and eminent juridical learning, that 
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the clause in the Constitution respecting * post 
roads,’’ gave Congress an express, not implied, 
power; and that the non-exercise of this power, 
in its full extent, in regard to the construction of 
** post roads,’’ but merely designating existing 
State roads as post routes, was not a surrender of 
the power, and did not exhaust it; but that, under 
the Constitution, it sull @xists as a full right, and 
may be exercised whenever in the judgment of 
Congress it-may be necessary. 


This construction, 
however, falls within the reasoning and principles 
that assert a still larger exercise of congressionel 
interposition in works of internal improvement. 
Mr, Jefferson, in his annual message of December, 
1806, and his successor, Mr. Madison, in his mes- 
sage of December, 1816, denied any such general 
power in Congress. 

President Adams, on the other hand, in his in- 
augural of the 4th March, 1825, took a contrary 
view, which sanctioned the principle, and favored 
expenditures from the National Treasury for such 
In 1827, the House of Representatives, 
by a large majority, voted an appropriation for the 
continuation of surveys of routes and roads. In 
1830, that body took an opposite position, and 
rejected, by a decided majority, a bill to construct 
a road from Buffalo to New Orleans; and in that 
same year President Jackson held that Congress 
possessed no power, under the Constitution, to 
construct roads, or vote money for internal im- 
provements of a local character, but admitted that 
the right to make appropriations for works of a 
national character had so generally obtained as to 
warrant its exercise. 

In his meseage of May, 1822, President Monroe 
examined, with eminent ability, the constitutional 
provision delegating authority to ¢ ‘ongreas respect- 
ing ** post roads.’’ He analyzed the subject by an 
almost irresistible process of reasoning, and by 
his construction confined and restricted the power 
in such a manner as to avoid the slightest trespass 
upon the rights and jurisdiction of the sovereign 
States. The power, as thus defined, is held to 
be the true constitutional doctrine; and, in accord- 
ance with it, we propose that California shall 
make her own portion of the Pacific road, from 
its junction on her eastern boundary to the ocean; 
and, maketo her a grant of land, in strict and exact 
obedience to legislative precedents, to aid her in 
the construction of the same. 

** Suppose,’’ said a distinguished jurist whe once 
adorned the supreme bench, that * the State roads 
do not furnish (as in point of fact they did not at 
the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and 
as hereafter, for many exigencies of the Govern- 
ment in times of war, and otherwise they may not) 
suitable routes for the mails, what is then tu be 
done? Is the power of the General Government 
to be paralyzed?” Such considerations doubtless 
had their weizht with Congress; for in 1806, during 
the Administration of Mr. Jefferson, a law was 
passed, by which the President was authorized 
** to cause to be opened a road from the frontier of 
Georgia, ou the route from Athens to New Orleana, 
till the same intersects the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude,’’ and ** to cause to be opened a road 
or roads through the territory, lately ceded by the 
Indians to the United States, from the river Mis- 
sissippi to the Ohio, and to the former Indian 
boundary line which was established by the treaty 
of Grenville;’’ and to cause to be ** opened a road 
from Nashville, in the State of Tennessee, to Nat- 
chez, in the Mississippi Territory.”” Here, and 
in other examples which could be cited, we find 
Congress expressly requiring the Executive of the 
General Government to have a road opened even 
through the limits of a sovereign Strate; but watv- 
ing these precedents, and adhering to the sounder 
constitutional doctrine, which forbids the exercise 
of such powers by Congress within the boundaries 
of a State, the provisions of the bill are so drawn 
that the strictest constructionist can take no ex- 
ception to them in this respect. 

That there must be an ocean outlet from that 
immense territory, extending from the Mississippi 
valley on the east to the Pacific on the west, must 
be conceded by every member of the Senate. 

Is it to be supposed that the active, restless, and 
enterprising race of men already finding their way 
for settlement in that direction, and soon to fill it 
up by millions, with their high cepacities of civ- 
ilization, can be confined in their trade and busi- 

| ness of life to expansive prairies and plains, or 
| walled in between the rocks of the Sierra Madre 


purposes. 
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and Sierra Nevada mountains? Does any one 
imagine that this state of things will be permitted 
by a race whose history resembles in its progress 
the revistless people who came from the regions of 
the north of Germany, rushing over the Roman 
empire, yet with this grand and distinctive differ- 
, that instead of carrying ruin and desolation, 
they scatter everywhere the seeds of civilization 
and prosperity, and are sowing them broadcast 
upon the bosom of the American continent? 

In this career of civilization the forest has fallen 
beneath the ax of the pioneer, and been succeeded 
first by cabing, then villages, and then cities with 
their palaces. The water powers of nature that 
fell in sullen solitude have been trained and di- 
rected so as to labor for man as his slave; and 
plucking life from fire, and breathing it into a 
grosser clement—the solid earth, whether in valley, 
hill, or mountain—rivers, inland seas, and oceans, 
are traversed with lightning speed by this new 
creation of motive power. 

Desolation and silence have been waked up 
from the slumber of centuries, and the busy hum 
of life, in all its social and political forms, is 
everywhere heard. Cana race of men with such 
energies, such capacities, be held in check, or re- 
main indifferent to delay? and why should we not, 
ns legislatora, at once meet the exigencies of the 
age in which we live? 

in the discharge of our public duty, we can, as 
a rule of direction, ever look with confidence to 
the policy and wisdom of the illustrious founders of 
the Republic. Let us consult their histery when 
foreign interference attempted to obstruct their nat- 
ural commercial right of outlet, and see the value 


ence 


they placed upon that right, and the kindred one 


of unrestricted communication ? 

Mr. Jefferson, when Secretary of State under 
Washington, saw the blight to our prosperity that 
would result from permitting the Spanish Gov- 
ernment to intercept our right of way to the Gulf 
of Mexico, from our southern boundary, the 31st 
degree of north latitude, as established under the 
definitive treaty of 1783. 

The instructions he prepared in 1792 for the 
United States commissioners appointed to negotiate 
with the court of Spain, respecting the navigation 
of the Mississippi, demonstrate the comprehen- 
sive policy of that great statesman. He not only 


insisted on thisas a right under the treaty of 1763, | 
by which it was yielded to the subjects of England, | 
and passed to us when the political sovereignty | 


changed, but that it was a right based upon 


broader, and more unquestionable grounds, and | 


that is, on the law of nature and of nations. 


If we appeal, said Mr. Jefferson, to the law of | 


nature and of nations, ‘‘as we feel it written in 
the heart of man, what sentiment is written in 
deeper characters than that the ocean is free to all 
men, and the rivers to all their inhabitants? Is 
there a man, savage or civilized, unbiased by 


habit, who does not feel and attest this truth? Ac- | 


cordingly, in all tracts of country united under 


the same political society, we find this natural | 


right invariably acknowledged and protected, by 
laying the navigable rivers open to all their inhab- 
itants. 


When they enter the limits of another | 


society, if the right of the upper inhabitants to | 
descend the stream is in any case obstructed, it is | 


an act of force by a stronger society against a 
weaker, condemned by the judgment of man- 
kind.” 

The difficulties growing out of our controverted 
right to navigate the Mississippi to the Gulf soon 
satisfied our statesmen that the question could be 
more effectually put to rest by acquiring the sov- 


ereignty of New Orleans and other dependen- 
cies. The agitations and conflicts in Europe had 


changed the relations which Spain bore to that 
territory, as she had become supplanted in its 
sovereignty in virtue of the cession of it by a 
secret treaty in 1800 to the French Republic. 
During the exile of Carnot, he referred, in an 
answer addressed by him to Bailleul, to a project 
on foot in the French Directory, to obtain a cession 
of Louisiana from the Spanish Government. 
Lints of the progress of this affair had reached 


our Minister at the Court of St. James. In June, | 


1801, Mr. Madison, as Secretary of State, drew 
the attention of our Minister at Madrid, Mr. 
Pinkney, to the subject, as one that would “ de- 


serve and engage”’ his “ early and vigilant inquiries, | 
and may require a delicate and circumspect man- | 


agement.” 


In September of that year our Government dis- 
patched instructions to our Minister to France, 
Mr. Livingston, requiring him, if ** the cession 
from Spain to France’’ had “irrevocably taken 
place, or certainly ’’ would * take place, that noth- 
ing should be said or done which would unneces- 
sarily irritate our future neighbors, or check the | 
liberality which they may be disposed to exercise 
in relation to the trade and navigation through the 
mouth of the Mississipp!;”’ and, in the next place, 
that efforts should be made to induce France ** to 
make over to the United States the Floridas, if in- 
cluded in the cession to her from Spain, or, at least, 
West Florida, through which several of our rivers, 
particularly the Mobile river, empty themselves 
into the sea.”’ 

Among the mostremarkable incidents of thatday, 
and in striking contrast with our diplomacy of the 
present time, is the fact, that whilst our Government 
at the centre, and its diplomatic agents in Europe, 
were tracking out the devious involutions of the 
negotiating Powers respecting the splendid prov- 


ince of Louisiana, and endeavoring to secure the | 


prize, the British Government, us late as May, 
1802, had received no intimation whatever, as Lord 
Hawkesbury stated to our Minister, from the 
Governments of France or Spain, relative to any 
convention or treaty for the cession of Louisiana 
or the Floridas. In the mean time our negotia- 
tions had been steadily going on with the French 
Government, and Congress passed an act, ap- 
proved the 26th February, 1803, making a provi- 
sional appropriation of two millions of dollars, 
‘* for the purpose of defraying any extraordinary 
expenses which may be incurred in the intercourse 
between the United States and foreign nations.”’ 
On the 17th October, 18038, Mr. Jetferson, at a 
called session of both Houses, adverted to this 
appropriation, and announced to Congress that 
“the enlightened Government of France”? had 
** seen with just discernment the importance to 


both nations of such liberal arrangements as might 


bestand permanently promote the peace, interest, 


and friendship of both; and the property and sov- | 


ereignty of all Louisiana, which had been restored 
to them’’ had, ** on certain conditions, been trans- 
ferred to the United States, by instruments bear- 
ing date 30th April last;’? and that * whilst the 
property and sovereignty of the Mississippi and 
its waters became an independent outlet for the 


produce of the western States, and an uncontrolled | 


navigation through their whole course, free from 


collision with other Powers, and the dangers to | 
our peace from that source, the fertility of the 


country, its climate, and extent, promise, in due 
season, important aids to our Treasury, an ample 
provision for our posterity,and a wide spread field 
tor the blessings of freedom and equal! laws.”’ 
While the great measure was in progress to 
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acquire Louisiana for an outlet to the Gulf of | 


Mexico, and before its consummation, Mr. Jef- 


ferson had devised a plan for a minute and scien- | 
tific exploration of the territory of the West, ex- | 
tending from the Mississippi to the Pacific. On 


the 18th January, 1803, in a communication to 
Congress, he recommended that an intelligent offi- 
cer be dispatched with a few men to *‘ explore the 
whole line, even to the western ocean; huve con- 
ferences with the natives on the subject of com- 


mercial intercourse, get admission among them | 


for our traders as others are admitted, agree on | 
convenient deposits for our interchange of articles, | 
aud return with the information required in the | 


course of two summers;’’ that our nation owed 
it to their interests to ‘‘explore this, the only 
line of easy communication across the continent, 


and so directly traversing our own part of it,” | 


that “the interests of commerce placed the prin- | 


cipal object within the constitutional powers and 


| 


care of Congress, and that it should incidentally | 


advance the geographical knowledge of our own | 


continent cannot but be an additional gratification.”? | 
Congress voted the necessary appropriation, | 


which resulted in the expedition of Lewis and 
Clarke, who ascended the Missouri to the falls, 


passed the Rocky Mountains, descended by dif- | 


ferent streams unul they struck the Columbia river, 
and followed it until they reached the Pacific ocean. 


All further legislative action on the subject was | 


suspended unt! the 3d of March, 1853, when 
Congress passed a law authorizing the Secre- 
tary of War, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, ‘to employ such portion of the corps of 
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as he may deem necessary, to make such Ken 

ations and surveys os he may deem advisable.» 
ascertain the most practicable and economical roy:, 
for a railroad from the Mississippi river to th. P 

cific ocean.” Thus, after the lapse of half 9 eo, 
tury since that illustrious patriot originated ; : 
project of a Pacific road, Congress waked up ss ies 
importance, yet, only by ordering a more thoroyeh 
and scientific exploration. It is well known to 1, 
Senate and the country that l opposed explorations 
believing we had information enough of the pra Xi 
cability of several routes, and that I then earnes;!, 
urged the passage of a railway bill. Had it bee, 
done, it is not doubted that at this time the expo. 
tion of the great work itself would be under way 
Let us for a moment glance at our condition, whey, 
under Mr. Jefferson’s administration, the eXpedi. 
tion to the western ocean was undertaken, 9, 
contrast it with the present, as an evidence of +) 
wisdom and extraordinary foresight and ene; 

of the statesmen of that day. " 

We were then in political infancy, just entering 
into the family of nations, having a population of 
four millions, a defenseless frontier, and unsetiled 
western limits; but not for a moment neglectins 
the popular interest, they directed the Pacific over. 
land route to be traversed, and that, too, when 
grappling hand to hand with adroit and practiced 
diplomacy in the convulsions of Europe, and whey, 
every step they took was at the hazard of war, 

Now we have a population of twenty-five mil. 
lions, and are at peace with the world; no open 
question of boundary, nothing to disturb domestic 
tranquillity, with science, talent, wealth, every 
means atcommand. If sound policy dictated jis 
consideration then, does it not command its eon. 
summation now? ‘Then our interests were in the 
beginning of their development, now they are 
expanded by the growth of fifty years. 

That we may have an idea of their present and 
probable prospective magnitude, I will briefly 
review our territorial growth from the period of 
the acknowledgment by Great Britain of our na- 
tionality. 

By the definitive treaty at Paris, in 1783, recog- 
nizing our independence, we had the Atlantic on 
the east, the highlands, great lakes, and forty- 
ninth degree parallel on the north, the channel of 
the Mississippi on the west, and the thirty-first 
degree of latitude as our southern boundary. 

The territorial purchase effected during the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Jefferson gave us the sover- 
eignty of Louisiana, extending our boundaries 
from the Perdido, embracing the Island of New 
Orleans, and including the whole country depend- 
ent on that river and its tributaries within the 
limits of its coast, taking at the same time our 
boundary on the southwest to the Rio Grande, or 

tio Bravo del Norte, embracing the territory 
within the present State of Texas. 

By the treaty of 1819 with Spain we acquired East 
and West Florida; and Texas ceased to bean inte- 
gral part of the territory of the United States by our 
taking the Sabine for a boundary; which, extend- 
ing to Red river, the 100th° of longitude, along the 
Arkansas to its source, and thence with the forty- 
second parallel line of latitude to the Pacific fixed 
the boundary line between the United States and 
Spanish dominions. Texas, which had passed 
from the sovereignty of Spain by revolution io 
Mexico, Having no political affinities with the form 
of government established in Mexico, detached 
herself by successful revolution, gallantly main- 
tained her independence, and, asa sovereign State, 
entered the Confederacy in 1845, under the reso/u- 
tions of annexation. ; 

By the treaty concluded at Washington, in 1546, 
between the United States and Great Britain, te 
disputed sovereignty of Oregon, which had been 
held in joint occupation under the conventions" 
1818 and 1827, the dividing line between the (w: 
nations, wasestablished at the 49th parallel of !at- 
tude, running to the straits of Fuca, and thence | 
the Pacific. a 

By the treaty of 1848 at Guadalupe Hidalzo, 
between the United States and the Mexican Re- 
public, California and New Mexico were acquir’’ 
establishing as our boundary line the Rio ae he 
on the southwest, the Gila to its junction with the 
Colorado, and thence near the 32d° of latitude " 
the Ocean. The Atlantic on the east; the — 
on the west; the Gulf of Mexico on the a “ 
on the north the Sea, or Straits of Fuca, the 4 
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topographical engineers, and such other persons |! parallel of latitude, the great lakes the dividing !i0¢ 
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er the Ashburton treaty of 1842 to the Atlantic 
citute the outline of our present huge dimen- 

na containing three millions two hundred and 
~ «ty thousand square miles—nearly equal to all 
Lnrone—with a sea-coast of five thousand one 
hi “ ived and twenty-eight miles, one fifth the cir- 
ference of the globe. ! 

‘| have thus examined this question as a postal 
weasure. Yet other considerations of State more 
tant, because immediate and indispensable, 


c 


neal to us in favor of the early completion of the | 


work. 
se a MILITARY ROAD, it should engage our 
ention ag a means Of protection to our citizens 
‘ween the Mississippi and the Pacific. 


This portion of the Confederacy embraces nearly | 


two millions of square miles, more than three 
cohs of our territorial extent. iesagit. | 
The number of Indians within our limits is esi- 
mated by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in his 
vst annual report, at four hundred thousand, of 
which eighteen thousand six hundred are located 
cast of the Mississippi; in Minnesota, and along 


che frontier of the western States to Texas, com- | 


prising mostly the emigrated tribes, one hundred 
and ten thousand; on the plains and Rocky Mount- 
sing and not within any of our organized Terri- 
sories, sixty-three thousand; in Texas twenty-nine 
thousand; New Mexico forty-five thousand; Utah 
twelve thousand; Oregon and Washington twenty- 


chree thousand; and in California one hundred 


thousand. 


The contemplated railway would enable the | 


Government to wield its military power with ex- 


traordinary rapidity and economy, and keep in | 


check the dangerous and warlike tribes that 
roam along the foot of the Rocky and Nevada 
Mountains; would reduce the public expendi- 
tures for the transportation of troops and mili- 
tary supplies, diminish the number and cost of 
Indian and other agencies, and dispense with a 
host of officers which it is to be apprehended, 


when so far beyond the immediate surveillance of | 
thority, would result in speculation, if not pec- | 


ulation and corruption. 


Not only is it important in keeping the Indians 
in check, and preventing tragic scenes, like Gun- | 


nison’s and others, and affording that protection, 
whieh, as a Government, we are bound to extend 
to the settlers who are seeking their way for 
homes in this great interior region; but in case of 
foreign war the subject is presented to us in such 
a form, as it seems to me, can leave no doubt or 
excuse for delay. 
The Constitution of the United States was 
pled by the people ‘in order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common defense, pro- 
mote the general welfare,’’ and its perpetuity is 
provided for in its own declared intention of secur- 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
ir posterity. ”’ 
nd the distinct path of duty marked out to us. 
The measure before us is one emphatically re- 
wired at your hands by those significant terms. 
By accomplishing it, foreign fleets and armies 
will in vain assail us upon the Pacific or Atlantic. 
From ocean to ocean this new means of commu- 
nication will carry our troops and munitions of 
war, and enable us, by rapidity of overland com- 
munication, to use the military power with such 
celerity as to defy successful invasion from any 
quarter. The Commander-in-Chief at Washing- 
ton could issue his orders, and move his armies 
withas much dispatch, from this te the other side 
of the continent, as did the great Emperor in 
the field of his extensive operations during the 
he wars of the first French revolution. Indeed, it 
would do more to preserve peace with nations, 
more to protect us from European interference or 
aggression, than our Army, Navy, and fortifica- 
ions combined, useful and necessary though they 
ve. For these you have already expended up 
wards of $500,000,000 since the Government was 
ounded, and are increasing your expenditures 


inst 


2 LG . 
But this railway, whilst it would secure you 


against war, or render you impregnable in the 
event of a collision with foreign nations, would 
eugment your means and resources every year. 


a —— of war, how are you without it to defend 
California and Oregon? 
Whic 


Here is the indefeasible estate, | 


upon them every year, although they consume | 
ead of increase your wealth and products. | 


your transports, or how would they reach their 
destination? How would you carry troops, muni- 
tions, or supplies, over the mountains and desert 
that separate the Pacific from the Mississ!)pi? 

One of the great objects, most prominent among 
the powers conferred on the General Government, 
is the defense of our territory. ‘This was not only 
a power conferred, buta duty imposed, which you 
cannot execute, so far as your Pacific possessions 
are concerned, without this railway. We are 
separated from you in peace, and in war you leave 
us at the mercy of any great naval or military 
Power 

In the event of hostilities with Great Britain, 
France, or Russia, with our immense ocean fron- 
tier, and hostile savages in our midst, from which 
our policy has nearly relieved every other State 
bat California and Texas, and without naval or 
coast defense, what would be our fate? Who 
could estimate the ruin and desolation which 
would ensue from our isolated and disjointed po- 
sition? But with such aroad as the bill contem- 
plates, and such an increase in the Army as 
would be proper for a war footing, and the coép- 
eration of that standing army of two millions of 
freemen—the militia of the Union—which costs 
the Government nothing, we will stand prepared, 
at the shortest warning, to defend our soil and 
repel any aggressor. But without it, even if an 
oceanic communication should be effected, pur- 
suant to the explurations now going on by Amer- 
ican, British, and French officers, the guns of a 
powerful naval antagonist would command that 
point and intercept our passage. 

The Island of Cuba, which controls both out- 
lets of the Gulf of Mexico, unless it becomes a 
part of our territory, as appears to be its natural 
destiny, would, in the hands of an enemy, inter- 
cept our transit to the Pacific, and be a point from 
which could be inflicted upon the whole country 
the deepest wounds. 

Let us consider the diversified and growing in- 
terests of our constituents, who throng every 
avenue of human industry, and then judge of this 
measure in a 


COMMERCIAL POINT OF VIEW. 


The earth, in its fertility,in every variety of soil 
and climate, yields its treasures under the steady 
and thrifty management of our agriculturists, pour- 
ing forth hundreds of millions of its annual sur- 
plus over our wants. Our manufactories, filled 
with the products of all the useful and elegant arts, 
are ever improving under the inventive genius and 
taste of our people, to which there is no precedent 
in any age. 

Look at Europe in her high state of refinement 
and wonderful advance in the arts of life, and see 
the efforts she has made to secure the best markets 
of the world. Let it be remembered that com- 
merce is always an enriching, civilizing element, 
and that it led the nations of Europe to the estab- 
lishment of colonies in the western and eastern 
hemispheres, by which they at once secured an 
immense monopoly of trade. 

** Acriculture, manufactures, commerce, and 
navigation,’ said Mr. Jefferson, ‘‘ are the four 
pillars of our prosperity.” 

The framers of the Constitution saw the ineffi- 
ciency of the articles of Confederation in this re- 
spect, and that undoubtedly was one of the pri- 
mary causes that led to the adoption of our pres- 
ent form of government, which confers upon Con- 
gress the power ‘‘to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian tribes.’’ Nodelegation of authority 
was more indispensable to our prosperity and 
greatness. From a monetary paralysis in which 
we were left at the close of the revolutionary war, 
the nation rose in vigor and wealth, and the whole 
face of our relations, internal and foreign, under- 
went an extraordinary change. 

A forcible and elegan* writer upon public law 
has said, ** the end of the law of nations is the 
happiness and perfection of mankind ;”’ that ‘‘they 
ought to cultivate a free intercourse for commer- 
cial purposes in order to supply each other’s wants, 
and promote each other’s prosperity ;’’ that ‘* the 
variety of climates and productions on the surface 
of the globe, and the facility of communicating by 
means of rivers, lakes, and the ocean, invite to a 
liberal commerce, as agreeable to the law of na- 
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ous wants of civilized life can only be supplied by 
mutual exchange between nations of the produc- 
tions of each.’’ 

In the infancy of our national existence we 
struggled against every infringement of our right 
to traverse the ocean unobstructed, as the common 
property of man, and resisted any interference 
with the lawful pursuits of commerce. 

The wars of the French revolution brought us 
into conflict with the principal belligerents. In 
vindicating our dignity we suspended commercial 
intercourse with the European Powers, and closed 
the ports of the Union, by the embargo law, in 
1807. For continued aggressions, we engaged in 
war a second time with England, and rallied the 
whole energies of the Government in defense of 
the honor of our flag and its absolute immunity. 
The great statesmen who have been successively 
charged with the management of our foreign rela- 
tions have ever fearlessly maintained and de- 
fended our maritime rights. 

As candidates for a full share of the trade of the 
world, we have demanded participation, and we 
have participated in settling the principles of public 
laws, which, according to our construction, looks 
to an enlargement and enfranchisement of commer- 
cial intercourse, and the freest competiton. 

The claim set up by the Portuguese at the zenith 
of their power in the East Indies, to exclude all 
Europe from participation in the trade of Asia, of 
which for a century they once held the entire 
monopoly, is pronounced by Vattel, ‘* as in viola- 
tion of the laws of nations, and just cause for war.’’ 
Our own Government met and rebuked, in 1822, 
the pretensions of Russia in setting up a claim 
to the 5lst degree of north latitude on the north- 
west coast of America, and with it a correlative 
pretension to ‘* prohibit foreign vessels from ap- 
proaching the northwest coast of America belong- 
ing to Russia, within the distance of at least one 
hundred Italian miles.’’ This claim was further 
coupled with the pretension, that as the Russian 
possessions on the Pacific ocean also embraced the 
opposite side of Asia, and the islands adjacent from 
Behring’s Straits to the 45th degree of latitude, that 
Government might feel authorized ‘‘ to exercise 
upon this sea the right of sovereignty, and espe- 
cially that of entirely interdicting the entrance of 
foreigners.’’ Mr. John Q. Adams, then Secre- 
tary of State, in his answer of 30th March, 1822, 
informed the Russian Envoy that ‘‘ from the period 
of the existence of the United States as an inde- 
pendent nation, their vessels have freely navi- 
gated those seas,’’ and that ** the richt to navigate 
them isa part of that independence;”’ and not only 
so, but, advancing beyond that position, Mr. 
Adams informed him that ** the rights of the citi- 
zens of the United States to hold commerce with 
the aboriginal natives of the northwest coast of 
America, without the territorial jurisdiction of 
other nations, even in arms and munitions of war, 
is as clear and indisputable as that of navigating 
the seas.’’ 

The diplomacy of our Government from the be- 
ginning has steadily asserted and maintained our 
claim to that high position which we now hold as 
a maritime Power. The right of search, with all 
its odious correlatives, is virtually ended, so far 
as the United States are concerned. Great Britain 
has received decisive notice of the fixed determin- 
ation of our Government on this point. Mr. 
Webster, when Secretary of State, in his corre- 
spondence with Lord Ashburton, in 1842, de- 
nounced it as a practice ** founded on principles 
which we did not recognize, and is invariably 
attended by consequences so unjust, so injurious, 
of such formidable magnitude, as cannot be sub- 
mitted to;”’ that ‘‘the distinguished person to 
whose hands were first intrusted the seals of ’’ our 
State Department, declared that ‘*the simplest 
rule will be that the vessel, being American, shall 
be the evidence that the seamen on board are 
such;”’ that fifty years’ experience, and other con- 
siderations, had ‘ fully convinced this Govern- 
ment that it is not only the simplest and best, but 
the only rule which can be adopted and observed 
consistently with the rights and honor of the 
United States, and the safety of their citizens; 
that rule announces, therefore, what will hereafter 
be the principle maintained by this Government.” 
‘*In every regularly documented American mer- 
chant vessel the crew who navigate it will find 


Where ia your Navy by || tare, and extremely conducive to national amity, || their protection in the flag which is over them.” 
h to accomplish such a purpose? Whereare || industry, and happiness;’’ and that “the numer- | 


Such is the proud position we now hold as a 
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commercial people, seeking markets throughout 
the world, and attaining supremacy in thisrespect, 
from the abundance and value of our commod- 
jties, and the cheapness with which we are willing 
to supply them, by our shorter and more direct 
means of communication, 

During the wars of Napoleon, England exerted 
all the powers of her empire to strike the most 
formidable blows against thal system ofthe French 
Emperor which shut her out from the markets of 
the continent. Wehave no such enemy in the field 
to intercept our pathway to commercial greatness 
and power. We wantthe Pacific railway as a 
great inland communication, essential to our pros- 
verity. Individual enterprise, fostered by State 
jegislation, has already constructed more than 
15,000 miles of railroad all over che Atlantic coast 
and Mississippi valley, at a cost of more than 
$500,000 600. These run in almost every imagin- 
able direction, radiating from every considerable 
point in the Union, and bending in such diversi- 
fied directions as to make them susceptible of a 
junction with the great continental track contem- 
plated in this bill, at whatever point it may be 
commenced. The importance and value of our 
home trade is estimated at over $500,000,000 an- 
nually, and its prospective increase is beyond esti- 
mate. The population of the Union is now twenty- 
five millions, It will be fifty millions in a quar- 
ter of a century, by the natural law of increase, 
and the steady flow of immigration. Within the 
limits of this immense region of public domam, 
lying between the Mississippi and the Pacific, if 
this bill becomes a law, the greater portion of this 
increase of population, in the twenty-five years 
that are to come, will, in all probability, establish 
their homes. It will forma great base line of con- 
nection which, in time, will be intersected in every 
direction by individual enterprise and capital, re- 
sembling the railway web that now stretches far 
and wide over the Atlantic States. Citizens in 
remote parts of the Republic will no longer be 
aliens by reason of distance and natural obstacles 
separating and dividing them, and which we now 
seek to overcome. 

The laws of contact and association, like those 
which give to man, as an individual, the full play 
of his sympathies, his attachments, and moral 
powers, w ill bind society together in all i's parts. 
Chey will widen in their effects from the family 
circle to Cities, Counties, and States, and will be 
coextensive with the boundaries which embrace 
the American family. 

They will unite and bind the whole together as 
one great moral being, whose purposes and ener- 
gies will be directed in the noble cause of progress 
and civilization. 

The object of Columbus in his exploration over 
the then Western Ocean, was to seek a direct 
route to India. On his last voyage he arrived at 
the Isthmus. His successors went beyond it, 
reaching the Pacific Ocean; and Cortez, ever 
alive to the importance of carrying out the expan- 
sive commercial policy of his nation, by seeking 
a more direct route to Asia, sought and obtained 
from Montezuma, and dispatched to his sovereign, 
Charlies V., a chart of that part of the Mex- 
ican coast, embracing the river Coatzacoalcos, the 
natural and political boundary between the pres- 
ent departments of Vera Cruz and Tabasco, and 
watering that region now known as the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec, The sagacity of that great but 
bloodthirsty conqueror saw the necessity of an 
interoceanic communication, and that the inter- 
ests of European trade, overcoming all obstacles, 
would in time open a passage from ocean to ocean. 
And now, after the lapse of three hundred and 
thirty-four years since he declared this measure 
as essential to trade, we find a railroad nearly 
completed across the Isthmus of Panama, whilst 
the three great maritime Powers, the United 
States, England, and France, are engaged in an 
exploration in that region, as preliminary to a 
consummation of the project of a ship canal, which 
had been entertained at a period almost coeval 
with the discovery of our continent. 

The trade of India, centuries before the Chris- 
tian era, had attracted the attention of the nations 
of the earth, and in every age from.the opening of 
traffic between the East and the West, itimparted 
its enriching and civilizing influence to those na- 
tions which enjoyed it. 

The ancients who dwelt on the eastern shores | 
of the Mediterranean, on the northern coast of | 
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Africa, and on the Red sea, at the dawn of social 


organization, showed their appreciation of the pur- 
pose for which nature had provided her rivers and 
arms of the sea and the ocean. 

The earliest commercial intercourse commenced 
in the Mediterranean and in the Arabian Gulf, 
which laid open the continents of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. The Phenecians and Egyptians found 
means to navigate those waters, and soon a com- 
mercial epiritextended from the West, reached the 
Indies, that land bearing its name from the supposed 
indefiniteness of its extent, and in every age rich in 
spices, tropical commodities, in pearls, diamonds, 
and silks, and all that can add to the luxury and 
refinement of the human family. The Phene- 
cians, inhabiting a small strip on the eastern shores 
of the Mediterranean, embracing the sites of Tyre 
and Sidon, have left a record in the sacred Book, 
of what commerce did for them,in which they are 
men‘ioned as the ** merchants of Tyre, princes, 
and her traffickers, the honorable of the earth.’’ 
Their’ trade extended from the Mediterranean to 
harbors at the extremity of the Red Sea or Arabian 
Gulf, where it debouches into the Arabian Sea, 
and from thence they worked their way until they 
reached the shores of India. From their harbors, 
near the present straits of Babelmandel, they also 
traded with the coast of Africa. 
ties from the East were brought up the Arabian 
Gulf, and thence by overland carriage, transported 
to the nearest port on the Mediterranean, from 
which, by water, they were taken to Tyre, and 
distributed over the ancient world. 


such glowing accounts of the riches and fertility of 
the East. Yet it will not escape the notice of the 
most casual inquirer what importance the great 
Macedonian conqueror attached to the trade of the 
East, from the efforts he made to monopolize and 
wrestitfrom the Tyreans. After conquering Egypt 
he established at one of the mouths of the Nile, as 
a preferable site to that of the merchants of Tyre, 
the city of Alexandria, which became the entre- 


, pot of commerce with India, for eighteen hundred 


years, ' 

He examined the course of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, directed the cataracts that obstructed them 
to be removed, in order that the commodities of 


the East might be carried through the Persian || 
Gulf, and up those rivers, for distribution in the | 


interior of his Asiatic dominions, whilst a portion 
of the Eastern trade would pass through the Ara- 


bian Gulf, as the other channel by which it would | 
reach Alexandria, and thence find its way to the | 


| remainder of the known world. 


_shores of the Mediterranean only by means of 


In the rise and fall of kingdoms, and until the 
decline and fall of the Roman Empire, the eastern 


trade had been regarded as an unfailing source of | 
wealth and power. The extension of Mohamme- | 


danism over western Asia broke off all direct com- 
mercial intercourse between Europe and India, 
and the commerce of the East then reached the 


caravans. 

At the close of the fifteenth century Europe be- 
gan to arouse from the commercial lethargy of the 
middle ages; and, quickened into life by the inter- 


change of social elements in the wars of the cru- | 


saders, a gradual and progressive change came 
over the Governments of that continent, and the 
spirit of inquiry and exploration was renewed. 
Yet the smallest kingdom in Europe led the way 
in that maritime career which changed the rela- 
tions of nations and began a new era in civilization. 

At the dawn of the fifteenth century, the Portu- 
guese timidly adventuring along the northwestern 


| shores of Africa, were driven out by @ tempest to 


asmall island adjacent to Madeira, and thence 
continuing their explorations by bolder enter- 


prises, they discovered that the African continent | 


contracted towards the east. The reigning mon- 
arch of Portugal, six years before Columbus left 


| Spain, dispatched Diaz on a further exploration, 


| boundary of Africa, and there terminated his | 


| 


with the object steadily in view of discovering a 
route to India. The Portuguese navigator reached 
the high promontory which forms the southern 


voyage. 


The suecess of the discoveries in the West by | 
the Spaniards had electrified Europe; and Emanuel, 


Their commodi- | 


It is the pro- | 
vince of the historian, and not the political econ- | 
omist, to trace the expeditions of Darius and | 
Alexander, who reached the Indus, and sent back | 


| Portuguese remained masters of the In’ 
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passage by the Cape of Good Hope to 
which was finally realized by the expedition of 
Vasco de Gama. He doubled the cane, reached 
the city of Melinda, on the eastern coast of Africa 
near the equator, in whose harbor he found hee 
sels trading from India, and thence Pursuing hie 
course arrived at the Malabar coast, on the Indian 
peninsula, where the barbarism of Africa ein. 
peared, and the active elements of commerce Were 
in operation. 

At this period the commercial prosperity of Po,. 
tugal was founded, and for a century it was » 
the summit of its grandeur. From Malacea. 
which they had seized midway between the wes:. 
ern and eastern confines of Asia, they opened 
trade on the west with the merchants of Malaba, 
Ceylon, Coromandel, and Bengal, and on the eas, 
with China, Japan, the Indian Archipelego, and 
other portions of the Asiatic continent. — 

The Italian States of Genoa and Venice haq 
risen in the middle ages to commercial wealth and 
power. Their maritime importance had been jp. 
creased by the transit of troops and supplies jp 
the wars of the crusaders and the interchanges 
that took place. Their trade extending to he 
shores of the Black Sea and the Persian Gy 
brought back to Western Europe the products of 
the East. 

The Venetians, seeing at once the ruin of their 
commercial prosperity by the new route, sous 
an alliance with the Soldan of the Mamelyk 
who threatened the King of Portugal and the soy. 
ereign Pontiff with the death of all Christ'+)s jp 
his dominions unless the new route was ..'spd. 
oned. He fitted out a squadron in the Red ,, 
and, with the codperation of the Venetians, 
tempted to intercept and destroy the Portugu 
This union of the discordant elements of Chrisii- 
anity and Mohammedanism to avert the fatal con- 
sequences to their prosperity in trade, resulted in 
ruin tothem. The scepter had departed. The 
Soldan’s fleet perished in the conQict, and the 
seas, 
The facilities of the new route enablea 9 
undersell all competitors, dislodge and p. 
all competition, and the full tide of con 
flowing to the cheapest market, carried w: 
the elements of prosperity. 

The Dutch, as an energetic, trading :neople, 
sought India products in the great con : 
market of Lisbon; but the harbor of the Por. 
tuguese capital was closed against them. The 
then unsuccessfully sought a new route by it 
northern seas to avoid collision; but finally, to- 
wards the close of the sixteenth century, they 
entered the India seas and laid the foundation of 
their commercial power in the east by settlement 
at Java, and on the islands of Nangasacki, which 
they hold to this day, having driven the Portu- 
guese from the Moluccas, Japan, Malacca, and 
Ceylon. France and England also became com- 
petitors for this trade; the latter, arousing from 
the domestic discord and lassitude in which the 
contest between the houses of York and Lancas- 
ter had left her, began a commercial career at the 
commencement of the seventeenth century, when 
Queen Elizabeth conferred, for a limited period, 
upon an association of merchants in London the 
exclusive right of the commerce of India. With the 
usual energy of that extraordinary nation, now our 
great commercial rival, we see her, upon her é- 
trance into this new field of tradeand wealth, found: 
ing settlements upon the coasts of Malabar and (o- 
romandel, forming establishments at the mouth 0! 
the Persian Gulf, and obtaining the control of the 
commerce in gold stuffs, carpets, and silks. Gres! 
Britain pursued her conquests down to moder 
times, when political tempests shook to its fou! 
dation the colonial system of Europe, and soo! 
brought within her capacious sweep nearly the 
whole of the commercial establishments of he 
East. There she stands now, in all the plenitude 
of her power, ruling, directly or indirectly, 19 the 
East, one hundred and twenty-seven millions ° 
people. The wealth which she has poured 1 
upon the British Isles from the East is beyond 
estimate. It has made the seat of her power® 
city of palaces, and adorned its inhabitants with @ 


the Indies, 


"profusion of wealth and luxury to which there 


no parallel in the history of the world. It a 
covered the ocean with her fleets—consolidated ' : 
national power, so that, whilst she defied the conti 


who had succeeded to the crown of Portugal, |) nent of Europe in arms, it hasgiven that strength by 


eagerly pursued the great purpose of effecting a 


which she has hitherto been able to keep unbroke" 





